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Studying in the ‘heart of Catholicism’

Students, educators share what it’s like to live and learn in Rome

By Katie Yoder

When 21-year-old Elisabeth
McGovern studied abroad in
Rome last year, the experience
transformed her — as a student
and as a Catholic.

“Rome made Christ’s pres-
ence in every aspect of life visi-
ble,” the college senior from Chi-
cago told Our Sunday Visitor.
“Jesus is physically present in the
churches found every half block;
he is manifest in the count-
less holy people you encounter
in class, on the streets and in
your friends; he is victorious in
the pagan temples converted to
Catholic churches; he is known
in our prayer and study.”

McGovern, who is major-
ing in actuarial science, applied
mathematics and Catholic stud-
ies, flew to the Eternal City as a
part of the Catholic Studies in
Rome program at the University
of St. Thomas in Minnesota.

As the university’s Catholic
Studies Rome program director,
David Foote oversees the pro-
gram offered to Catholic Studies
majors and minors each spring
semester. The university also of-
fers programs that take place in
the fall and in January.

“One of the things that our
students really look forward
to is, theyre going to the very
heart of Catholicism,” described

Foote, who is also the associate
professor in Catholic studies.

The entire city serves as a
Catholic classroom for students,
US. educators agreed while
highlighting the value of learn-
ing there.

“I think it’s impossible to
be in Rome and not encounter
something — if not a thousand
things — that have been influ-
enced by Catholicism,” Robert
Dowden, director of interna-
tional programs at The Catholic
University of America in Wash-
ington, D.C,, said. He pointed to
everything from the architec-
ture and fashion to the Vatican
and the local people.

At Catholic  University’s
Rome Center, students can study
abroad in the fall and spring se-
mesters, as well as in the sum-
mer. The same is true at the
Rome campus run by Univer-
sity of Mary based in Bismarck,
North Dakota.

While studying abroad, stu-
dents experience education in a
new, hands-on way, said Leroy
Huizenga, associate dean of the
School of Arts and Sciences at
University of Mary.

“It’s one thing to learn about
Rome or St. Benedict or the
Catholic faith in the U.S. It’s
quite another to do so at the his-
toric sites like Monte Cassino or
the Vatican itself,” he said. “The
subject matter of each course
comes alive.”

Resuming after the
pandemic

All three programs in Rome
halted in spring 2020, when the
COVID-19 pandemic surged
through the country — and the
entire world. The Catholic Uni-
versity of America, St. Thomas
and University of Mary sent stu-
dents home.

Now, three years later, the
programs are back up and run-
ning. In fall 2021, University of
Mary resumed full operations.
Catholic University sent a lim-
ited number of students to Italy
at that time and, this semester, it
is welcoming a record number of
students to its Rome Center.

St. Thomas’ Catholic Stud-
ies Rome program resumed in
Spring 2022. The program is the
same, Foote said. The only dif-
ference now is a lower number
of participating students. He
expects next year will be back to
normal.

Academic value

For their students in Rome,
each university anchors its cur-
riculum to the city.

Catholic University offers
a liberal-arts intensive cur-
riculum with regular semester
courses divided into three ar-
eas: ancient Rome, Christian
Rome, and modern and con-
temporary Rome. The courses
are in art, literature, philoso-
phy and theology.

University of Mary students
can enroll in similar classes at
their university’s Rome campus,
with courses in art, philosophy,
history, theology, classics and
Catholic studies. The course
names reflect the focus on
Rome, with titles such as “Art of
Italy” and “Grandeur of Rome.”

At St. Thomas, students

take two theology classes and
a Catholic studies “topics in
Rome” course at the Pontifical
University of St. Thomas Aqui-
nas, a Dominican university
also known as the “Angelicum.”
They also participate in a sepa-
rate art history course on the
Sistine Chapel.

All three programs include
Italian language courses.

Cultural value

The Rome programs invite
students to engage with Italian
culture as they learn.
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University of Mary promises
excursions to St. Peter’s Basilica,
the Vatican Museums, and even
an audience with Pope Francis.
St. Thomas’ Bernardi Campus
recommends students explore
local beaches, open markets and
Italian food.

With Catholic  University,
students can participate in pas-
ta- or pizza-making classes and
intern with Church and secular
organizations.

These programs also encour-

Continued on Page 4B
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age students to en-
counter the locals by
serving those in need.
Foote  highlighted
the struggle of refu-
gees seeking safety in
Rome; St. Thomas stu-
dents can serve them
by volunteering with
the Missionaries of
Charity. At Catholic
University, students
participate in service
opportunities  with
local organizations of
faith, Dowden said.
Outside of Rome,
St. Thomas and Cath-
olic University offer
side trips to destinations
such as Assisi. Catholic
University and Univer-
sity of Mary allow stu-
dents to travel to other
European countries.

Spiritual value
All three Rome pro-
grams have their own cha-
pels — in addition to the
many churches in Rome
that, Foote said, over-
whelm students with their
number and beauty.
University of Mary’s pro-
gram involves regular Mass
and sacraments on its Rome
campus, Huizenga said. Stu-
dents also interact and learn from
seminarians and chaplains from
the Pontifical North American
College.

St. Thomas provides a team
of chaplains who offer spiritual
direction, Mass and confession.
Highlights include a spiritual
retreat at the nearby Castel Gan-
dolfo and the chance to partici-
pate in the station liturgies, which
Foote described as a Lenten tra-
dition dating back to the Middle
Ages.

Catholic ~ University  offers
Sunday Mass, occasional daily
Mass and student-led opportuni-
ties, including the Liturgy of the
Hours and the Rosary. Seminar-
ians and deacons from the Pon-
tifical North American College
assist with the campus ministry.

Their students can also take
part in religious celebrations
and traditions that take place in
Rome. Among other things, they
have the opportunity to attend
liturgies led by the pope and meet
Church leaders and theologians.

Personal growth and
friendship

U.S. educators and students
said that one of their favorite parts
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about the Rome program is the
opportunity for lifelong friend-
ships and personal growth.

“Living in Rome with my class-
mates, falling in love with the
city, the culture, and the Church
with them has given me friends
that I know will be with me for
the rest of my life and beyond,”
Wyatt Parks from Stafford, Vir-
ginia, a senior at the University of
Mary studying philosophy, bio-
ethics and Catholic studies, said
of his time in Italy last spring.

His classmate, Gabe Fanning,
from Martin, South Dakota, saw
his life change after traveling to
Rome in the fall of 2021.

“When I'look back on my time
in Rome, the more that I realize
that Rome was not something
that was designed for only the
academic aspects, but it was also
so designed to transform the stu-
dents into better people,” the ju-
nior majoring in politics and phi-
losophy and minoring in Catholic
studies said. Through his univer-
sity’s program, he experienced the
Church’s traditions and history to
become, he said, someone “radi-
cally in love with Christ.”

Katie Yoder is a contributing editor
for Our Sunday Visitor.
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Learning solidarity in a foreign country

Church history in other
countries shows the
importance of living in
the light of the Gospel

By Paul Senz

One of the goals of a college
education is to broaden one’s
horizons and understanding,
and to be more aware of the
global society we live in today.
For many students, one way
this is accomplished is through
study-abroad programs.

Marcus Mescher is associate
professor of Christian ethics in
the Department of Theology at
Xavier University in Cincinna-
ti. He took students on faculty-
led programs to El Salvador in
May 2015 and March 2020, and
he will be returning with a new
group this March.

The program in El Salvador
is framed by a semester-long
course focusing on the connec-
tion between Christian faith

and solidarity. Students prepare
for the program by reading the
letters and homilies of St. Oscar
Romero, the Salvadoran bishop
who was martyred in 1980. Stu-
dents learn about the history of
the Church in that country, in-
cluding others who were mar-
tyred for their faith; once there,
they visit the sites where these
events happened.

Students are hosted by the
Jesuit University of El Salvador
(the UCA) through the Centro
Ignacio Ellacuria, named for
the Jesuit university president
murdered for his vociferous cri-
tique of a military regime that
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killed 75,000 civilians in the
1980s. Here they learn about
“a faith that does justice” by
accompanying  Salvadorans
in rural parts of the country,
Mescher said. This accompani-
ment is not just theoretical, but
takes shape in the real world.

“Here they get to witness how
community is formed, what it
takes to empower leadership at
the local level, and how they can
use their studies at the UCA to
help solve problems Salvador-
ans face, whether it’s access to
clean water or building a com-
puter lab and helping to teach
digital literacy skills,” Mescher
told Our Sunday Visitor.

Grappling with theology

After their time in El Salva-
dor, the second half of the se-
mester is spent processing what
they experienced and strategiz-
ing how these lessons can be
translated to the context of the
United States.

“The trip is focused on the
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possibilities
and  limits
of  solidar-
ity with the
people of El
Salvador, but
also drawing
on our time
there to in-
form our ef-
forts to over-
come social
distrust and
division
here in the
US.” Me-
scher said.
The tur-
bulent his-
tory of the
Church in
El Salvador
gives students the opportunity
“to confront the ways that the
Gospel gets domesticated in
our time and place,” Mescher
said. “It is powerful to stand
in the UCA rose garden where
the Jesuits were dragged in the

middle of the night

and killed (after enduring cam-
pus bombings and death threats
on the radio and newspaper for
years), to visit Romero’s home

Continued on Page 6B
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and pray at the chapel where he
was assassinated.” The trip feels
like a pilgrimage to especially
holy places, he said.

The study-abroad program
also makes it possible for the
students to collaborate with
students at the UCA and local
Church leaders, many of whom
were inspired by the sacrifices
of these martyrs. In the face of
gang violence, extortion, gov-
ernment corruption, high rates
of unemployment, domestic
violence and more societal ills,
these local ecclesial communi-
ties offer support and encour-
agement, and the students from
Xavier University are proud to
collaborate in these efforts.

“It is a less parish-centered
and more of a people-centered
vision of learning from and as-
piring to emulate Jesus’ teach-
ing and healing ministry,” Me-
scher said.

Mescher and his students
were in El Salvador in March
2020, so the trip was cut short
due to lockdowns and travel re-
strictions due to the COVID-19
pandemic. Until this semester,
it hasn’t been possible to offer
the course again. However, go-
ing forward, the program will
continue in full force, and the
collaboration of Xavier and the
UCA goes on.

The topic of solidarity was
particularly attractive to Sa-
mantha Mossing, who gradu-
ated from Xavier in 2022, and
went to El Salvador with Dr.
Mescher in 2020. Not only does
the country have a history that
has been greatly impacted by
United States involvement, but
she felt she should challenge
the notions of El Salvador as

“dangerous,” “poor,” and gen-
erally “troubled.”

“I was seeking an immersive
experience that would broaden
my perspective on the vari-
ous issues that theology should
grapple with,” Mossing said.

Mossing saw this trip as
“more like a pilgrimage, an en-
counter, a spiritual experience,
and an opportunity to build
relationships that I never could
have had otherwise.” The his-
tory of the Church in El Salva-
dor, particularly the activity of
the Jesuits, as well as St. Oscar
Romero, also drew her attention
and helped draw her into the
program.

Studying across the border

The University of St. Thomas
in Houston has also resumed its
study-abroad programs around
the world, while continuing to
monitor risk factors in desti-
nation countries and any new
travel restrictions that may be
imposed.

“One of four key pillars to
‘Greater Things’ (our strategic
vision for 2030) is to acceler-
ate our standing as a global
innovator in Catholic higher
education,” said Hans Stock-
ton, associate vice president
for international relations and
engagement at the University
of St. Thomas. “This includes
expanding curricular, student,
and faculty virtual and in-per-
son exchange and collaboration
with our old and new partners
throughout the world.”

These opportunities abound
at the University of St. Thomas.
In recent years, students have
studied abroad in countries in-
cluding Argentina, Australia,
Chile, the Czech Republic, Ire-
land, Japan, Taiwan, Mexico,
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Costa Rica and more.

Stockton recently returned
from a visit to the Pontifical
University of Mexico and John
Paul II Junior College in Belize.
The university has been engag-
ing sister Catholic universi-
ties throughout the world and
particularly in the Americas,
Stockton said.

As the University of St.
Thomas is a Catholic institu-
tion, the study-abroad pro-
grams do have a particularly
Catholic bent to them, although
each is different. “Each trip has
its particularities in terms of
faculty expertise, subject and
location,” Stockton said, “but
our faculty-led studies abroad
have in common intentional
learning, action and contem-
plation instructed by the intel-
lectual tradition and teachings
of the Church.”

Over spring break, the Inter-
national Studies Program will
lead students to Argentina as
part of a class on food security
and economic development.
Additionally, students from
UST’s pioneering Pragmatic
Studies Program will travel to
Belize this summer and con-
duct service projects with the
San Pedro Roman Catholic
Church and St. Theresa’s Casita
Parish Ministry there.

The COVID-19 pandem-
ic and resulting lockdowns
meant that the study-abroad
programs were shuttered for a
time, but they are back in full
swing now.

“While ever vigilant about the
health and safety of our students,
we are back to full speed with
our study-abroad programs and
activities,” Stockton said.

Paul Senz writes from Oklahoma.
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Care for the whole person

Spain study abroad aligns
with Jesuit mission

By Katie Yoder

Students who study abroad
in Spain not only immerse
themselves in the Spanish cul-
ture but also live out Jesuit val-
ues in a concrete way, according
to Jesuit educators with interna-
tional programs in that country.

“The Jesuit mission has al-
ways sought to engage with
people of all cultures, value
systems and faith traditions,”
Emma Meade, assistant direc-
tor of study abroad at College
of the Holy Cross in Worcester,
Massachusetts, told Our Sun-
day Visitor. “Study abroad gives
our students the opportunity
to reflect and engage more pro-
foundly with the world as global
citizens.”

International programs of-
fer students more than classes
or the opportunity to travel,
Ashley Jost, interim director for
Student Affairs at Saint Louis —
Madrid Campus (SLU-Madrid),
said.

¥

Spain, she emphasized, is
“also a place where we take very
seriously the need to cultivate
and care for the whole person,
which is a Jesuit tradition.”

SLU-Madrid, Holy Cross
and Georgetown University in
Washington, D.C., make up
three Jesuit schools that prom-
ise an experience different from
the typical study abroad pro-
gram in Spain: Their students
attend full-fledged international
campuses.

SLU-Madrid serves as the
European campus of Saint Louis
University in St. Louis. Students
can earn entire undergraduate
or graduate degrees there — or
study abroad there for a sum-

MARIAN UNIVERSITY

Indianapolis
E. S. Witchger School of Engineering

mer, semester or full academic
year. The university welcomes
students from its sister campus
and other U.S. universities. The
primary language of instruc-
tion is English, and students can
choose to live in residence halls
or with host families.

College of the Holy Cross
partners with three different
universities in Spain. Its stu-
dents can enroll at Universidade
da Coruna, Universidad de
Granada and Universidad de
Ledn. At all three institutions,
students learn in Spanish and
have the opportunity to stay
with local families in that coun-
try.

Students in the Georgetown
in Madrid program directly
enroll at either the Universidad
Complutense or Universidad
Pontificia Comillas. The stu-
dents must already know Span-
ish and have the option to stay
with host families.

Resuming after the
pandemic
All study abroad programs
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run by Holy Cross, includ-
ing in Spain, came to a halt
in spring 2020 with the
COVID-19 pandemic. Then, in
spring 2021, it began to send
a limited number of students
abroad once again.

Today, Meade says, interest
in their programs abroad is

“stronger than ever!” Since the

pandemic, they have grown,
expanding their programs in
Spain to include Universidad
de Granada.

SLU-Madrid temporar-
ily pivoted to online courses
during the pandemic, while
Georgetown University sus-
pended study abroad programs
at different points, a spokes-
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The Madrid skyline features the Santa Maria la Real de La
Almudena Cathedral, which students are able to visit as part of
their immersive experience. Adobe Stock

person there said. It started
moving forward with select
study abroad programs again
in fall 2021.

A Spanish immersion

At Holy Cross, students ex-
perience Spanish culture first-
hand, from taking courses in
Spanish to living with local
families.

“Our programs in Spain are
particularly special because
of the language immersion
aspect,” Meade stressed, add-
ing that her favorite part of
administering study abroad
programs in Spain is seeing
how much students improve
linguistically.

Their students also learn
side-by-side with Spanish stu-
dents at their host universities.

“This gives our students a
real taste of what education
looks like in Spain, and what
college life is ‘really like’ for
Spanish students,” Meade said.

Outside of the classroom,
Meade added, Holy Cross has a
network of host families across
the country “who take great
pride in introducing our stu-
dents to Spanish culture and
family life.”

SLU-Madrid also promises
a cultural experience, inviting
study abroad students to stroll
through the Buen Retiro park
or attend a theater production
on Gran Via. The campus en-
courages students to visit the
city’s world-class museums,
street festivals and athletic of-
ferings.

Students learn both inside
and outside of the country. At
SLU-Madrid, Shakespeare stu-
dents tour his childhood home
and see the Royal Shakespeare

Company perform in Strat-
ford-Upon-Avon, England,
while earth science students
have the opportunity to study
coastal ecology in the Mediter-
ranean Sea.

With Georgetown Univer-
sity, students can take part in
optional cultural and social
activities with Spanish men-
tors, attend dance or the-
ater performances, cooking
or wine-tasting classes, and
group dinners. They explore
Madrid by engaging with lo-
cal organizations, sports and
community service.

Service opportunities

At SLU-Madrid, Jost said
that volunteer activities and
opportunities are considered
just as — if not more — im-
portant than other extracur-
riculars.

The university partners with
dozens of organizations for
service opportunities, Jost said,
from environmental groups to
organizations that aid victims
of domestic violence. Instead
of a one-size-fits-all approach,
the school matches each indi-
vidual student to a cause he or
she cares about.

“Service learning is a really
big part of the Jesuit mission
to care for the whole person,”
Jost said. “You’re becoming an
international human and in
the process youre becoming
culturally aware of differences
and all the things that make
international travel so special
— but, physically, through the
lens of being and caring for
others.”

Katie Yoder is a contributing
editor for Our Sunday Visitor.
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ENGLAND

Experiencing a bigger
world an ocean away

Studying in England
opens horizons, deepens
faith for students

By Joseph R. LaPlante

Catholic colleges and univer-
sities have reinvigorated options
for students to study abroad in
the wake of the COVID-19 pan-
demic that literally shut down
the world in 2020 and 2021.

Hundreds of students with
good grades and stellar reputa-
tions as scholars on their cam-
puses are again spending a se-
mester or a full year abroad from
Italy to England, Mexico to Por-
tugal, Costa Rica to Thailand,
and dozens of other locations.

“The goal is cultural emer-
gence,” said Kamryn Moore,
education abroad coordinator in
the International Services De-
partment at Saint Louis Univer-
sity in Missouri.

Moore studied abroad when
she was an undergraduate. She
studied international human
rights in Thailand, Costa Rica
and Ecuador, so she knows first-
hand the benefits of “exploring
interests that would not have
been available” on a student’s
home campus.

Saint Louis University has
some 800 students studying
abroad, including 10 to 12 each
semester in England in a pro-
gram operated by Fordham Uni-
versity at Blackfriars Hall at Ox-

ford University.

“Our students majoring in
theology, philosophy and history
explore their interests in an in-
depth way through their courses
and excursions,” Moore told Our
Sunday Visitor. “Cultural emer-
gence was good for me.”

A deepening of faith

Cultural emergence benefited
Justin T. Andries, a Providence
College senior due to graduate
in May — one of a number of
Providence students who studied
in England and created an indi-
vidual major to accommodate his
academic interests when he went
abroad.

As a freshman, Andries ma-
jored in biology, but his interests
expanded into Black Studies over
his subsequent academic years.
He created Global Health Equity
as his major through the fourth
semester of the Development of
Western Civilization Program,
which consists of a team-taught,

Continued on Page 12B
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four-credit colloquium. Build-
ing upon the first three semes-
ters, the advanced colloquium
settles on a specific, contem-
porary issue in the context of
Western civilization.

Colloquia extends the inter-
disciplinary approach beyond
the humanities to relate western
history and culture to histories
and cultures beyond the west.

“Being in a different coun-
try, I was comparing other
health care systems to the Unit-
ed States’ health care system
and looking for
ways that both

“It is interesting
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university.

“Studying in England defi-
nitely strengthened my faith
by attending Mass with other
students from other countries
and going to Mass in various
churches and seeing differences
in other churches,” she said.

With 13 Providence students
in London now, the program is
looking strong, Wilwohl said.

“We held an information ses-
sion (recently) and 25 students
attended,” he said.

Hannah Bechtold, interna-
tional programs coordinator at
Aquinas College in Grand Rap-
ids,  Michigan,
said the school’s

could improve,” for students to get study  abroad
Andries told Our . program  “has
Sunday Visitor. another perspective struggled to re-

He found that that hel turn to its pre-
pursuing his at cah help pandemic opera-

Catholic faith in
England by at-
tending Mass in
various church-
es and seeing
religious works of art, from
stained glass windows to archi-
tecture to statuary, changed his
perspective.

“I got a little closer to God as
I opened my eyes to how big the
world is,” he said.

Christian Wilwohl, dean
of Global Education at Provi-
dence College, told Our Sunday
Visitor, “The second semester
Western Civilization study in
London has played an integral
role in the Western Civilization
program. It is an ideal location
to go and explore how London
contributed from the Age of Ex-
ploration to current times.”

“It is interesting for students
to get another perspective that
can help them strengthen their
faith and spirituality.”

Finding confidence abroad

Julia Zgurzynski, now a se-
nior, left the Providence, Rhode
Island, campus for her junior
year abroad in England to ex-
plore her major through the
school’s highly regarded West-
ern Civilization program.

“I love English literature,
Victorian literature and poet-
ry,” she told Our Sunday Visi-
tor. “One of the coolest muse-
ums that I visited a few times
had preserved the Victorian
period in its rooms.”

Zgurzynski said the experi-
ence abroad “helped me feel
more confident about going to
new places.” She is applying to
master’s degree programs in Eu-
rope in philosophy with a goal of
eventually earning a doctorate
of philosophy from a European

them strengthen
their faith and
spirituality.”

tions.” The school
does have several
students abroad
now and offers
shorter  study
abroad opportunities this spring.

Currently, 12 Aquinas stu-
dents are studying abroad —
mostly in Ireland, but also in
France and Argentina. “We also
have two short-term trips hap-
pening in May (one to Ireland,
one to Sweden and Finland)
which students still have time to
sign up for.”

The England study abroad
program is sought after by
Aquinas students.

“We partner with St. Mary’s
University (Twickenham, Lon-
don) to provide a semester-
long study abroad program for
students,” Bechtold told Our
Sunday Visitor. “Our students
appreciate taking courses that
apply to their general education
or elective credits in a setting
where they can be abroad but
also understand the language.

“While some of our other
study abroad programs of-
fer internship opportunities,
most of the students who hope
to go next fall mentioned the
internship component as one
of the main reasons they were
interested in going to England.
Students seem to be thinking
more about their future careers
and taking steps that will either
set them apart or provide them
with a unique perspective.
Studying abroad is a good way
to do both and is part of our
college’s vision to prepare the
whole person to lead a life of
purpose and success in service
to a just and sustainable world.”

Joseph R. LaPlante writes from
Rhode Island.
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Immersion program offers a deep dive into a new culture

By Maryann Gogniat Eidemiller

St. Francis University in Lo-
retto, Pennsylvania, started its
study-abroad program to Am-
bialet, France, in 2008. This year,
Theresa Horner, chair of the De-
partment of Public Health and
an assistant professor, is current-
ly with 11 students who signed
up for the three-month semester
based in a centuries-old former
Franciscan friary.

“The experience is one of to-
tal immersion,” she said. “Liv-
ing in Ambialet allows students
to engage daily in activities that
foster interactions with village
residents. The priory chef, Silvi,
introduces the students to won-
derful French cuisine. A simple
walk into the village fosters con-
versations in both French and
English with community mem-
bers, the owner of a local café
and even the mayor.”

There are outings and field
trips to Albi, Toulouse, Paris
and Barcelona, and to histori-
cal and religious sites that foster
a deeper understanding of Ca-
tholicism. For students in health

care majors, public health excur-
sions visit local schools, nursing
homes and psychiatric facilities.
That aligns with the university’s
mission and encourages students
to emulate St. Francis by serving
the needs of others. All students
take a course on early and me-
dieval Church history and ar-
chitecture, and they visit several
cathedrals.

Leona Horner, director of the
Office of Study Away, participat-
ed in past programs as a student
and as a professional at the uni-
versity.

“These experiences open the
students” eyes to be able to see
how important Catholicism is in
France and how similar and yet

different the culture is in com-
parison to Loretto,” she said.

“Studying abroad is a priceless
experience that not only helps
students learn about new places
and cultures, but they meet new
people and gain a global perspec-
tive while having so much fun.
Students learn to adapt, expand
their communications or foreign
language skills, and grow outside
of their comfort zone.”

Eric Sepich, director of the
Ambialet program, had his stu-
dent experience in 2009.

“Studying abroad is truly life
changing,” he said. “Getting to
see cultures and traditions dif-
ferent from our own, we can’t
help but be moved.”

Una Banovic, a senior biol-
ogy major from Pittsburgh, is
currently in France, where, she
noted, people are more laid back
and relaxed than in America.

“Were always doing one
thing after another, keeping
ourselves so busy,” she said.
“Studying abroad has made
me see my own life from a dif-
ferent perspective. The trip has

Una Banovic, a senior, takes a selfie in France. courtesy photo

definitely made me better ap-
preciate the beauty of Catholic
churches and traditions. I am
of the Eastern Orthodox faith,
and I have noticed many simi-
larities between both religions. I
am very fascinated by the differ-
ences, as well.”

Brett Thaler from Altoona,
Pennsylvania, a junior nursing
major, chose St. Francis because
studying abroad was an experi-
ence that he wanted to incorpo-

rate in his nursing plans. He was
in the program last semester.

“I gained a lot of new knowl-
edge on many things, including
how different cultures conduct
day-to-day life compared to us,
and how different people inter-
act in different places,” he said.
“Going on this trip was one of
the best decisions I ever made.”

Maryann Gogniat Eidemiller
writes from Pennsylvania.
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IRELAND

Learning important
lessons from the past

Experiences studying

in the Emerald Isle give
students a glimpse of the
country’s Catholic history

By Maryann Gogniat Eidemiller

When Michael Taylor visited
Scotland 31 years ago, he took
side trips to Northern Ireland,
where in 1972, Bloody Sunday
erupted in the country’s ethno-
nationalist conflict.

“A car bomb exploded when
we stepped off the boat. I didn’t
know that The Troubles were
still going on,” he said, referring
to what the three-decadeslong
conflict was called.

Taylor is associate profes-
sor of education and director
of Catholic Studies for Gradu-
ate Education at the University
of Mary in Bismarck, North
Dakota. Several years ago, he
started leading students in
study-abroad programs to Ire-
land. It’s an opportunity, he
said, for them to experience the
great history and culture that’s
become a beacon for peace and
reconciliation.

“It’s not just getting a sense of
Christian unity,” he added. “We
want them to experience differ-
ent traditions and different faith
traditions.”

A different culture

The University of Mary’s
program in Ireland and North
Ireland will be held in May.
The itinerary is filled with his-
tory, tours, faith, culture and

education, including a theology
course on the apologetics and
fiction of C.S. Lewis.

In solidarity with the uni-
versity’s  Benedictine  roots,
staff and students will live in
a monastic tradition of travel-
ing together, praying and eat-
ing together, and reaching out
in community service. There
will be prayer and worship in
both Catholic and Protestant
churches, and a visit to a rock
in the woods where Catholics
under persecution in the 1700s
secretly celebrated Mass.

Students stay at a Carmelite
retreat facility, a historical home
and at other universities. Day
trips will take them to cemeter-
ies, museums, prisons, restau-
rants, pubs, gardens and places
that Pope John Paul II visited.
One stop is at a monument to
the Choctaw people who donat-
ed food during the Irish famine
of the 1840s.

John MacLeod of Grand
Forks, North Dakota, gradu-
ated in December with majors
in history and Catholic studies.
He now works in admissions at
the university.

“I think the biggest
thing for me when I
went to Ireland last
May was just seeing
how faith is lived out
in different ways,” he
said. “It was good to
see how both com-

munities get along
very well now, that
age-old  enemies
from Britain and

Ireland have grown

to see each other as

not much differ-
ent than the other.

That’s a lesson for

a lot of us. This

Continued on
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trip definitely opened up my
mind.”

Lucy Bartholomew, who
also went last May, grew up in
a military family and has lived
abroad.

“I have Irish heritage, and
I'm really interested in Irish
culture,” she said. “My greatest
takeaway was that you can find
community no matter where
you go, even if you don’t have
the same religion or political
views. You can find something
in common and a way to con-
nect. I really liked seeing how
different it was than when Dr.
Taylor first went there, how
much reconciliation has taken
place.”

An elementary education
major, she plans to incorporate
some of that history into the
classroom. “It will definitely
influence my teaching career,”
Bartholomew said.

Exploring beauty and faith

Christendom  College in
Front Royal, Virginia, will hold
its ninth St. Columcille Institute
from July 21 to Aug. 13 at a Ca-
puchin retreat center in Done-
gal, Ireland.

“This has been an Irish wa-
termark in the history of the
college’s founding president,
Dr. Warren Carroll,” said
Christendom president Timo-
thy O’Donnell, who accompa-
nies the students. “He always
saw that Ireland had a unique
role in Western civilization
and the history of the Catholic
faith.”

The institute seeks to
strengthen the faith and deep-
en the understanding of young
Catholic leaders.

graduated.  He’s
now Christen-
dom’s donor rela-
tions officer.

“It was a vaca-
tion, retreat and
amazing classes
all rolled into
one,” he said. “It
really impressed
on me the beauty
and  authentic-
ity of true Irish
culture, of truly
delightful  Irish
locals who genu-
inely wanted to
know  about
you.”

The immer-
sion in the stun-
ning beauty of
rolling hills and
ocean cliffs gave
him a greater ap-
preciation of the
Catholic  faith’s
spiritual beauty.

“Having daily
adoration, Mass
and the sacra-
ments was truly an
integrated experi-
ence,” Ward said.
“It was spiritually
intense but, at the
same time, refresh-
ing because there
was a great rhythm to each day.”

The institute is open to Irish
students, as well. Michelle Kel-
ly, who lives near the Knock
Shrine, attended in 2019.

“It was a powerful experi-
ence to be with people authen-
tically Catholic and alive for
the Faith,” she said. “It was also
eye-opening seeing my own
country in a new light.”

The students, staff and insti-

tute had such an

Three courses It was a powerful impact that she’s
cover Irish his- : now a senior
tory, literature, experience to be theology major
and  theology with people at Christendom
that focuses on ) College and
apologetics and authenti Ca”y plans to pursue a
evangelization. Catholic and alive master’s degree.
“It  covers: “I will take
How do you for the Faith.” back my educa-

give a reason for
hope; how do you deal with the
problem of evil; how do you
talk about the existence of God;
and what is the Church expect-
ing us to do?” O’Donnell said.
“It covers how to communicate
effectively, practically and intel-
lectually about the Gospel.”

There’s time to explore the
beautiful forests and bay, be-
come immersed in Irish culture
and to make friends.

Thomas Ward went to Ire-
land in 2019, the same year he

tion to Ireland,
where I will serve the Church,”
Kelly said.

History and art

Benedictine  College in
Atchison, Kansas, has a part-
nership with Mary Immaculate
College in Limerick, Ireland.

“It’s a liberal arts college,
and our students typically get
classes that will be useful for
their graduation,” said Daniel
Musso, director for the study
abroad program.
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Nicole Hraban of Windsor,
Colorado, a junior majoring in
journalism and mass commu-
nication, attended last semes-
ter. One of her most meaning-
ful experiences was in Dublin
when she saw the Book of Kells,
an ancient illuminated manu-
script of the Gospels.

“It was so cool to see the his-
tory and artistry of the book up
close, and to think about who
might have read the book be-
fore I did and how these pages
have survived generations,” she
said. “It was also interesting to
be in a place where Catholicism
was purposely suppressed, and
to think about how Catholics
during that time must have
felt.”

Alice Camp of Monett,
Missouri, a junior English
major, also went to Ireland
last semester.

“Visiting a place with rich
Catholic history was amazing,”
she said. “It was very interesting
to see the beautiful old church-
es, and how being Catholic was
intertwined in daily society. I
was blessed to be able to travel
and see the Catholic history all
over Europe.”

Maryann Gogniat Eidemiller
writes from Pennsylvania.
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Listings of Catholic Colleges and Universities of interest to people planning to further their education.

CALIFORNIA

John Paul the Great

Catholic University

220 W Grand Ave.

Escondido, CA 92025

Phone: (858)653-6740

Fax: (858)653-3791

Website: www.jpcatholic.edu
E-mail:
admissions@)jpcatholic.edu
JPCatholic is the Catholic univer-
sity for Creative Arts and Busi-
ness Innovation. We combine
hands-on instruction in media
and business with an enriching
Catholic liberal arts education.
Experience small class sizes,
mentorship from industry pro-
fessionals, and a community of
creative Catholics who believe in
the power of beauty to transform
culture.

FLORIDA

Ave Maria University

5050 Ave Maria Blvd.

Ave Maria, FL 34142

Phone: (239)280-2500

Email:
admissions@avemaria.edu
Website: www.avemaria.edu
Established in 2003, Ave Maria
University is proud of our Catho-
lic identity and takes St. John
Paul II's apostolic constitution Ex
Corde Ecclesiae as its guide. As
an institution committed to Catho-
lic principles and finding joy in the
truth, the University recognizes
the importance of creating and
maintaining a faith-filled environ-
ment. At Ave Maria University,
faith informs the life of the com-
munity and takes expression in
all its academic and non-curricu-
lar programs.

INDIANA

Holy Cross College

54515 State Road 933 North

PO Box 308

Notre Dame, IN 46556-0308
Phone: (574)239-8377

Fax: (574)239-8323

Website: www.hcc-nd.edu
E-mail: admissions@hcc-nd.edu
Holy Cross College is a Catholic
liberal arts college with a mission
to educate and form global citi-
zens with the competence to see
and the courage to act. Students
receive personalized classes and
mentorship, classes taught by
prestigious faculty with exten-
sive experience, a guaranteed
internship and career coaching,
tri-campus access, and graduate
school pathways.

Marian University

3200 Cold Spring Road
Indianapolis, IN 46222

Phone: (317)955-6300
Website: Marian.edu

E-mail: admissions@marian.edu
Contact: Jessica Morales-Maust
At Marian University, you will
meet students who are tomor-
row’s leaders in business,
education, engineering, nursing,
pastoral leadership, and public
service. We'll teach you how to
apply the value you will acquire
here and help you become the
type of leader employers want
and our world needs.

University of Saint Francis
2701 Spring Street

Fort Wayne, IN 46808

Phone: (260)399-7700
Website: www.sf.edu

E-mail: admis@sf.edu

Rooted in the Catholic and Fran-
ciscan traditions, the University
of Saint Francis serves dynamic
and diverse students. USF offers
over 60 academic programs,

40 student organizations and

18 intercollegiate sports. With a
career success rate of 99%, top
companies routinely seek out
USF graduates.

KANSAS

Benedictine College

1020 North 2nd Street

Atchison, KS 66002

Phone: (800)467-5340

Website: www.benedictine.edu
E-mail:
bcadmiss@benedictine.edu

With scholarships and 50+
majors, including Graphic De-
sign, Nursing, Architecture and
Engineering, Benedictine College
can help you achieve your goals.
Come visit, and see why we are
a U.S. News & World Report Top
15 College in the Midwest and
one of the best Catholic Colleges
according to The Newman Guide
to Choosing a Catholic College.

Newman University

3100 W. McCormick

Wichita, KS 67213

Phone: (316)942-4242

Website: www.newmanu.edu
Email:
admissions@newmanu.edu
Named for St. John Henry New-
man, we are a transformational
Catholic university in the heart

of the top diocese in America.
Highly successful academic
programs including Pre-Med,
Nursing, Allied Health, Theology,
Humanities. Associate to doctoral
degrees offered. All students ben-
efit from NAVIGATOR, a student
support and success program.

(PAID ADVERTISEMENT)

University of Saint Mary

4100 South 4th Street
Leavenworth, KS 66048

Phone: (913)682-5151
Website: stmary.edu

Email: admiss@stmary.edu
Founded in 1923 by the Sisters
of Charity of Leavenworth, the
University of Saint Mary has a
long tradition of academic excel-
lence. USM is a tight-knit com-
munity where 1-on-1 attention is
valued and growth is measured
by more than a percentage in a
gradebook. Students are in-
spired to pursue their God-given
potential — choosing from dozens
of undergraduate, master’s, and
doctoral degrees.

KENTUCKY

Spalding University

901 S Fourth Street

Louisville, KY 40203

Phone: (502)585-7111

Website: www.spalding.edu
E-Mail:
admissions@spalding.edu
Spalding University, a 2022-
2023 College of Distinction, is a
private liberal arts university that
is mission-centered: our focus is
on quality degrees that impact
our community. We welcome
students of all backgrounds who
want a well-rounded education
with individualized attention at an
affordable rate.

LOUISIANA

Franciscan Missionaries of Our
Lady University

5414 Brittany Drive

Baton Rouge, LA 70808

Phone: (225)526-1631

Fax: (225)768-1726

Website: www.franu.edu
E-Mail: Admissions@FranU.edu
Contact: Christy Sevier,
Director of Admissions
Franciscan Missionaries of Our
Lady University (FranU) is a
premier Catholic institution in the
heart of Baton Rouge that pro-
vides students a faith-filled and
formative education in prepara-
tion to serve our communities.
FranU has a variety of degree
programs including online with a
special emphasis on healthcare
education.

MARYLAND

Mount St. Mary’s University
16300 Old Emmitsburg Rd.
Emmitsburg, MD 21727

Phone: (800)448-4347

Website: msmary.edu

E-mail:
admissions@msmary.edu

Mount St. Mary's University is the

country's second oldest Catholic
university. Located in Emmits-
burg, Maryland, one of OSV's top
10 Catholic cities in the U.S., the
Mount offers more than 80 ma-
jors, minors, concentrations and
special programs for traditional
undergraduate students and 28
adult undergraduate and gradu-
ate level programs.

The Collegium

36 S. Potomac St.

Suite 203

Hagerstown, MD 21740

Phone: (240)591-0013

Website: the-collegium.org
E-mail:
admissions@the-collegium.org
The Collegium is an undergradu-
ate college offering a classical,
liberal arts degree. Our program
is faithful to the unchanging mag-
isterium of the church, the most
integrated and cohesive program
of its kind, and fully dedicated to
the spiritual, moral, intellectual,
and liturgical traditions of the
Church.

MICHIGAN

Madonna University

36600 Schoolcraft Rd.

Livonia, M| 48150

Phone: (734)432-5339

Website: www.madonna.edu
E-mail:
admissions@madonna.edu
Liberal arts, career preparation
and service learning are the hall-
marks of a Madonna University
education. Catholic, faith-based,
affordable and student-focused,
we offer undergraduate and
graduate degree programs in
business, nursing, education, so-
cial work, science, broadcast and
cinema arts, forensic science,
criminal justice, sign language
and more.

MONTANA

Carroll College

1601 N Benton Ave.

Helena, MT 59625

Phone: (406)447-4384 or
(800)992-3648

Website: www.carroll.edu
Email: admission@carroll.edu
You are made for Adventure;
pursue it at Carroll College! One
of 10 US Diocesan Colleges,
our campus is steps from miles
of hiking and biking trails. We
engage in a joint venture for the
search for the Ultimate Truth and
the Ultimate Good, which is the
final goal of all education.

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Magdalen College of the
Liberal Arts

511 Kearsarge Mtn. Rd.
Warner, NH 03278

Phone: (603)456-4113
Website: www.magdalen.edu
Email:
admissions@magdalen.edu
Contact: Admissions Office
Magdalen is a small, residen-
tial, Catholic liberal arts college
set atop beautiful Kearsarge
Mountain. Our Great Books cur-
riculum includes five majors and
a fine-arts concentration, with
enhanced career and discern-
ment programs for students. The
Collegiate Summer Programs
challenge high school students
academically, encourages them
in faith, and leads them to per-
sonal excellence.

Thomas More College of
Liberal Arts

Six Manchester Street
Merrimack, NH 03054

Phone: (603)880-8308

Fax: (603)880-9280

Website:
www.thomasmorecollege.edu
Thomas More College of Liberal
Arts was founded to provide a
solid education in the liberal arts,
a Catholic education for stu-
dents of all faiths, united in the
quest for what is true, good, and
beautiful. It pursues this mission
by seeking wisdom and sharing it
joyfully with the world.

NORTH CAROLINA

Belmont Abbey College

100 Belmont-Mt. Holly Rd.
Belmont, NC 28012

Phone: (888)222-0110

Website:
www.belmontabbeycollege.edu
Email: admissions@bac.edu
Contact: Martin Aucoin, Vice
Provost and Dean of Admissions
Since 1876, Belmont Abbey Col-
lege has educated students in the
liberal arts and sciences, guided
by the Benedictine spirit of prayer
and learning. We are a private,
Catholic institute that prepares
our students to live with integrity,
to succeed professionally, to
become responsible citizens, and
to glorify God always.

NORTH DAKOTA

University of Mary

7500 University Drive
Bismarck, ND 58504
Phone: (701)355-8030 or
(800)288-MARY (6279)
Fax: (701)255-7687
Website: www.umary.edu
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E-mail: enroll@umary.edu
Providing an affordable, serious
Catholic education, University

of Mary offers nearly 60 under-
graduate, 19 master’s, and four
doctoral programs, a Year-Round
Campus option, Catholic Studies,
campus in Rome, and free room
and board for eligible graduates
of Catholic high schools. We are
faithfully Christian, joyfully Catho-
lic, and gratefully Benedictine.

OHIO

Franciscan University

of Steubenville

1235 University Blvd.
Steubenville, OH 43952

Phone: (800)783-6220
Website:Franciscan.edu

E-mail:
admissions@franciscan.edu
Franciscan University of Steu-
benville’s goal is to educate,
evangelize, and send forth
Spirit-filled disciples. Franciscan
offers over 90 programs of study,
including over 45 undergraduate
degrees and 11 graduate pro-
grams, plus online undergradu-
ate and graduate programs, a
study-abroad program in Austria,

and virtue-driven, Christ-centered
NCAA athletics.

Walsh University

2020 East Maple Street

North Canton, OH 44720

Phone: (330)490-7090

Website: www.walsh.edu
E-mail: admissions@walsh.edu
As a nationally recognized Cath-
olic university, Walsh University’s
ultimate mission is to develop
leaders in service to others. With
nearly 100 undergraduate majors
and minors, as well as graduate
and online degree completion
programs, Walsh aims to be your
education partner for life.

PENNSYLVANIA

Saint Vincent College

300 Fraser Purchase Rd.
Latrobe, PA 15650-2690

Phone: (800)782-5549, ext. 2500
Fax: (724)532-5069

Website: www.stvincent.edu
Contact:
admission@stvincent.edu

Saint Vincent is a nationally-
ranked Catholic, liberal arts
college offering more than 50 ma-
jors and merit- and need-based
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aid. With a focus on academic
rigor and supported by a mo-
nastic community, students are
prepared for successful careers
and meaningful lives, with 98%
of recent graduates employed or
furthering their education within
one year.

TEXAS

St. Mary’s University

One Camino Santa Maria

San Antonio, TX 78228

Phone: (210)436-3126
Website: www.stmarytx.edu
Email: uadm@stmarytx.edu

St. Mary’s University is commit-
ted to academic excellence, ex-
ceeding expectations and equip-
ping tomorrow’s leaders with the
professional and interpersonal
skills to succeed. Undergradu-
ates study within humanities,
science and business schools,
with options to pursue gradu-
ate, doctoral and law degrees.
Students benefit from a balance
of rigorous curriculum with com-
munity service.

VERMONT

Saint Michael's College

One Winooski Park, Box 7,
Colchester, Vermont, USA 05439
Phone: (800)762-8000
Website: www.smcvt.edu
E-mail: admission@smcvt.edu
St. Mike’s is a residential, liberal
arts Edmundite Catholic college
in the Burlington area of Vermont.
Whatever your field of study,
expert faculty will mentor you,
illuminate your career and life
paths, nurture your talents and
challenge you to explore your
values. Take our virtual tour and
learn more.

WISCONSIN

Viterbo University

900 Viterbo Dr.

La Crosse, WI 54601

Phone: (608)796-3010
Website: www.viterbo.edu
E-mail: admission@viterbo.edu
Viterbo University has a proud
Catholic, Franciscan heritage
and stands apart because of its
commitment to a values-based
education. Small class sizes

give students space to thrive
and find their path to success,
as evidenced by Viterbo’s 100%
post-graduation placement rate.
Students can choose from over
40 career-focused traditional or
online graduate and undergradu-
ate programs.

LAW SCHOOLS

Ave Maria School of Law

1025 Commons Circle

Naples, FL 34119

Phone: (239)687-5420
Website: www.avemarialaw.edu
E-mail: info@avemarialaw.edu
Unabashedly Catholic and con-
sistently ranked as The Princeton
Review’s “Most Conservative
Law School,” one of Princeton
Review’s “Best Law Schools,”
and preLaw’s “Most Devout Law
School.” We provide a traditional
legal education while placing

an emphasis on how the law
intersects with the Catholic intel-
lectual tradition and natural law
philosophy. That's the Ave Law
difference!
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YOU WERE
MADE FOK
MORE.

At the University of Mary, your I
education is about much more than

a diploma. It's about becoming who
you're called to be — for Life.

Our top-ranked programs integrate
world-class career preparation with
solid Catholic teaching, equipping
future servant leaders to meet our
day’s challenges with steadfast
courage and invincible joy. With our
vibrant campus culture and rich
liturgical life, you'll discover
countless opportunities for authentic
fellowship and spiritual growth.

m UNIVERSITY :
sheds of MARY ' for Life.

Unlock your potential at 11ary.edu




