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HOW TO TRULY
LIVE THE GOOD LIFE!

¢ THE ART OF LIVING

The Cardinal Virtues and the Freedom to Love

Edward Sri
Bestselling author and theologian Ed Sri reveals the strong
connection between growing in the virtues and growing in
friendship and community with others. A consummate teacher,
Dr. Sri leads us through the virtues with engaging examples and
an uncanny ability to anticipate and answer our most pressing
questions. He shows us in his inimitable, easy-to-read style, that
the virtues are the basic life skills we must have to give the best
of ourselves to God, and to the people in our lives. In short, the
practice of the virtues gives us the freedom to love.
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“Amid the moral confusion of our age, Sri’s careful exposition of the
cardinal virtues is a welcome anchor of sanity. It will lead you to richer
friendships, with men and women—and with God”

— John Cuddeback, Ph.D., Author

TRUE FRIENDSHIP: Where Virtue Becomes Happiness

“Sri’s clear transmission of St. Thomas’ brilliance and its application
to modern life makes the virtuous life attractive and attainable.

If you want to live the good life, this book is for you.”

— Suzie Andres, Author

BEING CATHOLIC: What Every Catholic Should Know

ALP ... Sewn Softcover, $16.95

ALH ... Sewn Hardcover, $24.95

Also by Edward Sri

WHO AM | TO JUDGE?

S

LOVE UNVEILED:

stories and

The Catholic Faith Explained
Sri shows how all the pieces of
the Catholic faith, including the
most baffling ones, fit together
to make one beautiful mosaic of
God's love for us and our own
participation in that all-encom-
passing love

5CFEP ... Sewn Softcover, $17.95
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INTO HIS LIKENESS
Provides an approachable but
in-depth exploration of how to
live as a disciple and experience
the transformation Jesus wants
to work in our lives. Learn
to intentionally encounter Jesus
anew each day.

IHLP ... Sewn Softcover, $16.95

P.O. Box 1339, Ft. Collins, CO 80522

RETHINKING MARY IN
THE NEW TESTAMENT
Sri deftly leads us through
a detailed study of Scripture,
making insightful connections
to deepen our understanding
of Jesus’s Mother. Readable and
compelling, this book will renew
your vision of Mary.

RDMP ... Sewn Softcover, $17.95

Using engaging
personal experience, Sri helps
us understand the classical view
of morality and equips us
to engage relativism, appealing
to the head and the heart. Learn
how Catholic morality is all about
love, and why making judgments
is not judging a person's soul.

WIJP ... Sewn Softcover, $16.95

www.ignatius.com

(800) 651-1531
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DEACON TO DEACON

By Deacon Dominic Cerrato, Ph.D.

A Revelation of Love

Entering Thanksgiving and Christmas
with prayerful intentionality

Sometimes two things seem to come together that, from all
outward appearances, have almost nothing to do with one anoth-
er. Take, for example, Thanksgiving and Christmas. To be sure,
they occur near the same time of year, but for very different rea-
sons; one to commemorate the pilgrims’ gratitude to God who
saw them through a difficult winter, and the other for the gift of
God in Jesus Christ.

In both cases, what is at the core of these holidays is God,
albeit from different perspectives with different intensities. In
the case of Thanksgiving, it was something that God gave the
pilgrims to survive harsh conditions in a foreign land, and in the
case of Christmas, it was God himself in Christ Jesus.

Thought of this way, Thanksgiving and Christmas form a nat-
ural progression of sorts. One reveals divine providence, and in
the other, the one whose providence is divine. In each case, and in
their own way, they are meant to be ways in which we encounter
and re-encounter Our Lord by entering into these holidays with
prayerful intentionality.

With respect to our diaconate, the progression found from
Thanksgiving to Christmas can be both instructive and inspiring.
This is particularly true when we reflect on how a gift, given in
genuine love, reveals the giver.

When we give a gift to someone we love, we do so with great
care as it represents a token of our relationship. The more inti-
mate the relationship, the more intimate the gift.

Thus, for example, when we court another, we may give gifts
such as flowers and chocolate. As the relationship increases in
intimacy, the gifts become more precious.

At some point, it may progress to include an engagement ring
that signifies an even deeper gift to come, the exchange of self at
the altar.

Likewise, Thanksgiving and Christmas, though celebrated
chronologically out of order (Christmas came first) reveal none-

theless, a kind of order of progression. God gives us something,
such as the Law of the Old Testament, and then, as the relation-
ship increases in intimacy on our part, he gives himself — first
through the Incarnation, and then through his passion, death and
resurrection.

This progression has broad applications in the Christian life
and, in particular, to those called to ecclesial service through the
diaconate.

Initially, we might be tempted to view the exercise of our min-
istry as “gifts” we give others, as things we do for their sake. While
this is certainly true, it is the first truth in a progression that, with
grace, reveals an even greater truth.

Diaconal ministry is not simply something we give, things we
do, but someone we give, our very selves.

This imbues our ministry with a Christocentric quality be-
cause it enables us to incarnate, in ourselves, Christ the Servant,
the very one to whom we were configured on the day of our ordi-
nation.

As we celebrate these holidays, let us intentionally and prayer-
fully reflect upon their meaning not only for the whole of Chris-
tianity but for our diaconate as well. Indeed, as we rejoice in the
gift we've received at baptism and ordination, let us be filled with
such gratitude that we give thanks (Thanksgiving) such that we
incarnate the living God revealing him in our presence (Christ-
mas).

May you and your families have a blessed Thanksgiving and a
joyous Christmas. TD

DEACON DOMINIC CERRATO, Ph.D., is editor of The Deacon and
director of diaconal formation for the Diocese of Joliet, Illinois. He is the
founder of Diaconal Ministries, where he gives national presentations
and retreats to deacons and diaconal candidates. Follow him on Face-
book to continue the conversation.
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IN THE CHURCH

CARA Report Analyzes
Deacon Candidates

The Center for Applied Research in
the Apostolate (CARA) released a statisti-
cal overview of Catholic deacons’ forma-
tion in the United States on Sept. 7. The
study, completed in July, indicates a slight
decline of 50 in the 2,105 candidates en-
rolled during the 2020-21 academic year.
But the good news is the number of per-
manent deacons has remained steady in
recent years after steady growth with or-
dinations since 1972.

Nearly half, 45% of candidates, were
in their 50s and 33% were age 60 or older.

The report also indicated: 95% were
married; 2% were single, never married;
2% were widowed or divorced.

The United States had 159 formation
programs, an additional 15 programs
listed as “most likely to exist,” and 35 pro-
grams had no candidates in formation in
the 2020-21 academic year.

18,075

Permanent deacons in the United States

reported by the Center for Applied Re-
search in the Apostolate (CARA)

A\

97%

Of the world’s permanent deacons live in

the Americas and Europe according to
CARAS’ research
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USCCB Releases Updated
National Directory

The US. Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB) has released the sec-
ond edition of the “National Directory

for the Formation, Ministry, and Life
of Permanent Deacons in the United
States” (United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops, $21.95), the first
update since November 2004.

The directory outlines the
guidelines and directives used by
dioceses in preparing or updating
a diaconate program and formu-
lating policies for the ministry and
life of deacons.
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Reflecting upon the wisdom
of a broad spectrum of deacons
and their formators, the direc-
tory’s focus is on the identity
of the deacon as a “living icon
of Christ the Servant within
the Church,” and a minister of
Word, liturgy and charity in the
community. For new and sea-
soned deacons, the directory can be a source of reflec-
tion and strengthen their call and ministry in the Church.

The book also includes the norms required to take effect June 9, 2022, and were
developed by the USCCB’s Committee on Clergy, Consecrated Life and Vocations
(CCLV).

Bishop James F. Checchio of Metuchen, New Jersey, who serves as chairman of the
USCCB'’s Committee on Clergy, Consecrated Life and Vocations, said: “T am grateful
for the good work of the CCLV committee that has led to the publication of the up-
dated National Directory. This document will serve as an instrumental resource for
dioceses as they work to strengthen their permanent diaconate programs. It is my
hope that permanent deacons and those who accompany them will be encouraged by
the new edition of the directory and be inspired to continue in their faithful service to
the Church in imitation of Christ the Servant”

Data was collected by the Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate (CARA)
at Georgetown University.

The directory is available for purchase at the USCCB store at www.usccb.org/re-
sources.



IN THE DIACONATE
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Bishop Mark Seitz of El Paso, Texas, ordains 17 permanent deacons. Courtesy photo
Dioceses Across the Nation
Ordain Permanent Deacons

Although a recent CARA (the Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate) report
announced a decline in the number of permanent deacons across the United States, di-

v

oceses continue to ordain large numbers of deacons.

Bishop Mark Seitz of El Paso, Texas, ordained 17 men as permanent deacons on Aug.
6 at St. Mark Catholic Church.

Bishop William Koenig of Wilmington, Delaware, ordained 15 permanent deacons at
St. Joseph’s Church in Middletown, Delaware, on Aug. 7.

On Aug. 14, Bishop Michael G. Duca of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, ordained six men as
deacons at St. Joseph Cathedral.

On Aug, 21, Bishop Salvatore R. Matano ordained Brian Mizzoni to the permanent
diaconate at Sacred Heart Cathedral at Rochester, New York. The bishop also ordained a
transitional deacon at the Mass.

A

Bishop William Koenig prays over 15 men who were ordained to the diaconate on Aug. 7, 2021, at St.
Joseph Church in Middletown, Delaware. TheDialog.org

“It's a beautiful thing that
they brought the in-person
Masses back. People needed
it; the parishes needed it. The
children of God needed it.”

— Deacon Michael Chirichella of the Diocese
of Brooklyn, New York, describing the return
of the faithful to daily Mass in Manhattan

“Good times or bad, God has
always been there for us.”
— Deacon John Churchill, who with

his wife, Genevieve, received the 34th
annual African American Catholic

Leadership Award in the Archdiocese
of Louisville, Kentucky, on Aug. 14

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000

“Once the gravity goes, you
have no control. You just go
wherever. They kept saying
that if you're going right,
you just continue to go right.
Because if you panic and you
try to control where you're
going, you just spin, and
you're totally out of control.”
— Deacon Gary Nosacek of Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, in an interview with the
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel. The deacon
became the first Catholic clergy to

experience weightlessness in a zero-gravity
flight above Las Vegas on July 11.

www.the-deacon.com | Our Sunday Visitor 7



AFILM TO INSPIRE
YOUR PARISH
WITH A LOVE FOR
h FAMILY PRAYER

See the story of the priest who led
millions worldwide to God.

Request a screening for

your parish today!

praythefilm.com/grouplicense I R A |

(323) 874-6633 ext. 209 THE STORY OF PATRICK PEYTON




YOUR FEEDBACK

What are some of the ways
a deacon can bear witness
to the sanctity of life?

‘Aside from relentlessly advocating for life from conception to natural death, dea-
cons should do their best to always be seen as disciples of joy! Take St. Teresa of
Avila, who despite the many hardships she faced while reforming the Carmelite order
was purported to have said: From sour-faced saints, good Lord, deliver us!” There-
fore, in promoting the sanctity of life, deacons must rail against evil and death-pro-
moting while simultaneously seeking out and encouraging good and life-giving in

people and things because advocacy for the good promotes the sanctity of life! 2
— Deacon Ernest Scrivani, T.0. Carm., Bloomfield, Connecticut

“Twas born in the winter of 1955, too
early, too sick and too small. I stayed in
the hospital until the medical doctors
could do no more. They handed me to
my mother and told her it was best for
the baby to die at home. I became a life-
long witness to the sanctity of life.”

— Deacon Peter A Robinson
Joliet, Illinois

“We bless children who come to
Communion but are not yet of age. Do
we also bless the babies in the womb
when mom comes up for Communion?
I do, and moms are very grateful”

— Deacon John Heithaus
St. Louis, Missouri

“Simply by showing care and love
to all. The marginalized, the elderly, the
dying and the unborn all need the at-
tention of the deacon. The deacon must
be an advocate for all”

— Deacon Peter Cistaro
Parsippany, New Jersey

¢ rThe sanctity of life isn't something we deacons do in some

ways. It is our foundation. Evangelium Vitae states that we
are ‘called to proclaim to the people of all times this “Gospel.” The
Gospel of God’s love for man, the Gospel of the dignity of the per-

son and the Gospel of life are a single and indivisible Gospel. 92
— Deacon Chris Wickern, Jefferson City, Missouri

“Deacons can witness the sanctity
of life by how we listen to others. Every-
one has a past, has brokenness and scars
from their journey up to and including
today. Everyone wants to be heard and
know someone cares. Jesus listened first
and then responded to the needs of those
who came to him. Be like Christ and lis-
ten with a loving heart”

— Deacon Bob Mayo
St. Louis, Missouri

“So often I hear, Pro-lifers only care
about the baby before it's born, and
they never care about the mother This
overlooks all the good work that crisis
pregnancy centers do. Offering diapers,
clothes, car seats, parenting classes, help
with navigating all the aid programs that
are available. Deacons really need to talk
up the work that happens”

— Deacon Gary Nosacek
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

NEXT QUESTION:

What are some of the
ways a deacon can

better relate to his pastor?

You can offer your feedback
(100 words or less) via
thedeacon@osv.com, or on
Facebook by searching “The
Deacon.” Selected answers to
this question will appear in the
January/February 2022 issue.

www.the-deacon.com | Our Sunday Visitor 9



VIRTUE

When Others Drive Us Crazy

Building the confidence to resist vice and
cooperate with virtue in ourselves and others

By Father Kenneth G. Davis, OFM
Conv.

A recent study by Microsoft claims
that with the advent of the smartphone
a young persons typical attention span
is now one second shorter than that of a
goldfish.

So, if you're already wondering how
this essay ends, that means the goldfish
won!
stud-

However, other

Good Draws Us

I found a helpful guide on a cassette
tape so long ago that, unfortunately, I
cannot remember enough to credit the au-
thors. However, they made an alliterative
distinction that I've always remembered:
While evil drives us, good draws us. Good,
like the true, the beautiful and the loving,
always draws us and calls us, but never
controls us. Good entreats with love; ap-

attendant opposite vices that drive us into
oppression. As you do so, consider the cor-
responding biblical figures that you may
have found difficult to understand and
what was driving them to drive others cra-
zy, as well as how God’s grace finally freed
them from vice and for virtue.

For example, the same person may be
drawn to the virtue of justice, and yet when
challenged driven to self-righteousness.

Think of the apostle Paul, who

ies have long indicated that
when it comes to regarding
the opposite sex, these same
young adults persevere like a
seven-year cicada. Moreover,
when it comes to video games,
some can concentrate so long
that, like Captain America,
they enter a kind of suspend-

While evil drives us, good draws us.
Good, like the true, the beautiful
and the loving, always draws us and

calls us, but never controls us.

went from imprisoning Chris-
tians to being imprisoned for
Christ. Another person may
be drawn to express his own
uniqueness, which can also
drive him to endless selfies.
Ponder the patriarch Jo-
seph who extolled himself as
he recounted a dream to his

ed animation. But instead of
awakening as a vital youngster, they only
wake (between nodding off) with worn
eyes and eroded joints once solely typical
of their grandparents.

For all preachers, but perhaps espe-
cially deacons who are also parents, this
poses a question: Why is it that when it
comes to vice we all have the patience of
Job, but when it comes to virtue were as
impatient as Jonah? How might deacons
better understand vice and virtue in daily
life?

10 The Deacon November/December 2021

peals with truth; and attracts with beauty.
Evil, however, entices with temptation,
deceives with manipulation and finally
imprisons through habituation. Good, like
God, draws us while always respecting and
ever increasing our freedom. But evil al-
ways drives us like slaves, ever decreasing
our freedom by slowly habituating us to
vices that become restrictive, compulsive
and addictive.

Consider the following examples of
virtues that draw us into freedom, and the

brothers all the while dressed
in his distinctively colored cloak. Later,
that same unique gift endeared him to the
Pharaoh, thus empowering him to help his
relatives.

Or someone might be drawn to the cool
clarity of reason, only to find himself driv-
en into an ivory tower of rationalization.
Does doubting Thomas come to mind?
However, a pious tradition in India holds
that later it was Thomas who believed the
empty tomb of the Assumed Virgin Mary
when the other apostles doubted.



St. Paul writing his letters to the Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and Philemon, c. AD 62, while imprisoned in Rome. world
Religions Photo Library / Bridgeman Images

Perhaps by nature, one is drawn to
friendships yet easily driven to jealou-
sy. Contemplate the elder brother of the
prodigal son who had friends, but was en-
vious of his brother, who had none, and yet
whose father loved both.

Some of us are drawn by optimism
and spontaneity yet are driven by impul-
siveness and excess. Peter the Apostle
was both Jesus’ deserter and his most en-
thusiastic follower, whether with tears or
cheers.

Still, others are drawn to straight-

talking, no-nonsense honesty, but when
confronted with ambiguity or nuance are
driven to intimidating others. Consider
Martha, who first seems a bit of a bully to
Mary, yet upon the death of Lazarus she
confesses that Jesus is Lord and Messiah.
Sadly, some people sincerely drawn to
service can also be driven to succeed. Re-
call Jacob, who robbed his brother of his
father Isaac’s blessing, but later admits to
his brother how he has driven himself, his
flock and his family almost to death: He
can serve as Israel only after Esau forgives

him.

Some drawn to bravery are also driven
by insecurity or anxiety. Reflect upon Eve
who had everything until an appeal to her
insecurity and anxiety overcame her; how-
ever, recall also that Adam sinned simply
upon the word of a woman while it took
the devil himself to tempt the bold Eve!

Perhaps you've known someone who
seems drawn to protect the weak one
moment, yet are driven to aggression the
next. Someone like the Gerasen, the demo-
niac. He is feared by the townspeople, but

www.the-deacon.com | Our Sunday Visitor 11



PAPAL WISDOM
The fight against evil
is long and difficult.
It is essential to pray
constantly and to be
patient.

— Pope Francis,
Nov. 2, 2013

12 The Deacon November/December 2021

Deacons, like all Church leaders, might pray for the

confidence to resist vice and cooperate with virtue. We

need both confidence in ourselves and faith in Christ.

himself warns the seemingly vulnerable
Christ about the uncontrollable demons
within him. Everyone is amazed when he
becomes a docile disciple to the Decapolis.

Finally, we may be drawn to virtuous
commitment, but also sometimes driven
to stubbornness.

Mull the mulish Jonah who simply be-
lieved he knew better than God how to
treat those darned Ninevites, but he never
doubted God himself.

Scripture is replete with as many ex-
amples as our own lived experiences of
how we are both attracted to virtue and
enticed by vice; sometimes the difference
is as little as the width between the two
faces of the same coin.

Resisting Vice and Cooperating with
Virtue

Deacons who act as spiritual directors
or preachers may use this insight to help
others discern what drives and enslaves
them to serious sins. However, it may also
indicate a penchant for the opposite vir-
tue. Preaching is an opportunity to remind
our parishioners, perhaps with biblical
examples such as those above, how evil
ensnares and entraps, and how as we ac-
commodate it we become accustomed to

it. Slowly, the trap becomes so comfy and
familiar we don’t even feel the constricting
effect of sin.

Deacons, like all Church leaders, might
pray for the confidence to resist vice and
cooperate with virtue. We need both con-
fidence in ourselves and faith in Christ.
Remember: Although we may have the
attention span of a fruit fly, God’s love is
everlasting,

We may be easily distracted, but God’s
mercy is forever constant. Thus whether
in daily interaction with parishioners or
publicly preaching at the pulpit, deacons,
like their patron St. Stephen, the first mar-
tyr, might use this insight to delineate the
thin difference between what drives and
what draws all humans, to help them pray
with their patron: “Lay not this sin to their
charge”

Such prayer robs vice of its power and
empowers virtue with its example. Then,
vice that drives others to drive you crazy
may become a virtue that draws you to the
witness of prayerful forgiveness. TD

FATHER KENNETH G. DAVIS, OFM Conv., has
published and taught extensively on many as-
pects of ministerial formation. He is currently

prefect of formation for his province.

VIRTUES FROM THE CATECHISM

The Catechism of the Catholic Church, No. 1803, speaks of the virtues: “Whatever
is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,

whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise,

think about these things.”

A virtue is a habitual and firm disposition to do the good. It allows the person
not only to perform good acts, but to give the best of himself. The virtuous person
tends toward the good with all his sensory and spiritual powers; he pursues the

good and chooses it in concrete actions.
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HOMILIES

Preaching, Digestion
and Transformation

Tips for good homilies include preparation,
contemplation and listening

By Deacon Anthony Gooley

The purpose of a homily is to assist the
people to receive the word of God. It is, in
some sense, analogous to the Rite of Com-
munion, through which the people receive
from the table of the Eucharist. The hom-
ily helps us receive from the

us. The word of God makes us and trans-
forms us by the Holy Spirit.

If good preaching assists digestion
of the word, I want to suggest that bad
preaching may become a hindrance to the
process and result in indigestion.

and listening. Other things are necessary,
but these three are at the top of the list.
Doing the opposite of these is characteris-
tic of bad preaching,

Preparation
There are two quotes I

table of the word. Preaching
assists us with the process
of digestion of the word. We
need to keep in mind that it is
the word of God and not the
words of the homilist that is
to be received. The preacher’s
part is a help toward the pro-
cess of reception.

When we eat ordinary
food, we transform it into our
own bodies, but with the Eu-
charist the process is reversed.
What we consume as bread
and wine transforms us into
the body of Christ, the Church.
The Eucharist makes us; we

Remember that a homily is there to
assist the people to digest the word
of God and not the words of the
preacher. It may be that the person
who receives your homily may receive
from it something very different
from what you intended, and that
this reception may be a legitimate

outcome of the preaching process.

have on my study wall, and I
look at them each time I have
to prepare a homily. The first
is from Walter J. Burghardt,
which appears in his book
“Preaching: The Art and the
Craft” (Paulist Press, $18.95):
“To me, the unprepared hom-
ilist is a menace. I do not min-
imize divine inspiration; I sim-
ply suggest it is rarely allotted
to the lazy”

The second comes from
Rino Fisichella, in his book
“The New Evangelization: Re-
sponding to the Challenge of
Indifference” (Gracewing Pub-

don’t make the Eucharist.

Good preaching assists us to experi-
ence the same process with the Scriptures.
We are transformed by the word of God
heard with our ears into the Word of God
who became incarnate and dwelt among
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Good preaching should set hearts on
fire. Poor preaching can cause the wrong
kind of heartburn.

Three things are essential for good
preaching — preparation, contemplation

lishing, $16.95), “To neglect

the preparation of the homily or, even

worse, to improvise a homily, is a wrong

done to the word of God and after that it is
a humiliation inflicted upon the faithful”

Preparation requires reading the texts
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Deacon Bill Weeks preaches a homily at St. Cecilia’s Church, in Tustin, California. Spencer Grant

well ahead of time. This means reading
them several times during the week. Con-
sulting a commentary, especially about
the Gospel text, is essential to understand-
ing. Reading different translations of the
texts from different Bibles can also assist
in developing understanding.

Having a sense of how the text relates
to the feast or season being celebrated is
important when we preach at Mass. Ev-
ery Mass is a celebration of the Paschal
Mystery. How can the text and season be
related to assisting people to deepen their
appreciation for the mystery that we are
celebrating?

Make sure you know the doctrinal con-
tent of your homily. When in doubt, refer
to the relevant section of the Catechism
of the Catholic Church. For many people,
what they hear in a homily is the only faith
formation that they get, so you want to
make sure you are providing what is true.

Write your homily in full, and practice

saying it aloud. Having the full text allows
you to see the flow of your own homily and
keeps you on task. Reciting it aloud helps
you imagine how a congregation might
hear it. Speaking it out loud also allows
you to recognize words and phrases that
you need to emphasize by a change in in-
tonation or pauses, as well as other verbal
cues to help people process the content.

Hearing the text aloud also allows you
to accurately time your homily. For a Sun-
day Mass in the context of a world shaped
by the internet, social media and other
short-attention-span technology, a hom-
ily of seven to ten minutes is more than
enough. At a funeral or wedding, maybe
only five to seven minutes is enough. Qual-
ity of words, not quantity, makes a better
homily.

Contemplation
If you do not already know about or
practice lectio divina, learn it and apply it

to your reading of Scripture. Lectio is about
aslow and meditative reading of Scripture.
A key element of the process is ruminatio,
which is to ruminate on the text.

Pope Francis, in his document estab-
lishing the Year of Mercy, wrote, “Through
contemplation and conversion, we discov-
er aword of mercy the world needs to hear
and learn to say it in a way that the world
can comprehend” Preachers need to cul-
tivate a contemplative dimension, which
not only ponders the word of God found in
the Bible, but also can read the signs of the
times in the light of that Gospel.

When a preacher contemplates a text,
a double reading is required. He needs the
text to nurture his own faith. He needs to
be able to ask, What does God want me
to say about this word to the people at
this time and in the context of their lives
and the world in which we live? What is
required is more than study of the Bible,
though that, too, is required. Contempla-
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The Priest magazine
offers homily helps for
the Sunday readings and
holy days of obligation.
Subscribe at
thepriest.com/subscribe.
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‘INTENSE AND HAPPY EXPERIENCE OF THE SPIRIT’

The Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments

made the Homiletic Directory of 2015 available so “that ‘the homily can actually
be an intense and happy experience of the Spirit, a consoling encounter with God’s
word, a constant source of renewal and growth’ (Evangelii Gaudium, No. 135).
Each homilist, making his own the sentiments of the apostle Paul, is to renew the
understanding that ‘as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the
gospel, so we speak, not to please men, but to please God who tests our hearts’ (1

Thes 2:4)”

tion is a reading of the Bible that allows
the Word to read us and our times.

Listening

Finally, I think good preaching requires
another type of listening. We need to listen
to the people who listen to our homilies.
When we are starting out in preaching, it
is good to ask three people in the congre-
gation to be our official listeners, who can
take up the task of listening so as to help
you learn to be a better preacher. They
don’t have to do this active listening ev-
ery time you preach, but, certainly when
you start out in those first years, it is good
to have semi-regular official listeners. If
you have never done this and have been
preaching for a while, try it. It’s great.

I ask my official listeners to each take
one aspect of my preaching, I ask one to
listen to my speaking, including clarity
and projection, pace and intonation. I ask
the second to listen for the structure and
development of my homily. How did it flow
and how were the connections made be-
tween ideas? I ask the final one to tell me
what they thought my homily was about
or what seemed to be my main point.

Be prepared for the response to the
last one. Remember that a homily is there
to assist the people to digest the word of
God and not the words of the preacher. It
may be that the person who receives your
homily may receive from it something very
different from what you intended, and
that this reception may be a legitimate
outcome of the preaching process. Be pre-
pared sometimes to be surprised, and to

have confirmed for you once again that
a homily aims to assist digestion of the
Scripture proclaimed.

Listen in all humility to your active lis-
teners because they may be crucial to you
becoming the kind of preacher who sets
hearts on fire. If you get it right, you will
set their hearts on fire in the right kind of
way, and not give them indigestion and
heartburn.

Try to be the best preacher that you
can be and set hearts on fire. Help peo-
ple receive the Word and be transformed
by that encounter. While you strive for
that, know that sometimes you will get it
wrong, just as the great preacher St. Paul
got it horribly wrong. One day he droned
on and on, “and a young man named Eu-
tychus who was sitting on the window sill
was sinking into a deep sleep as Paul talk-
ed on and on. Once overcome by sleep, he
fell down from the third story and when
he was picked up, he was dead” (Acts
20:9). Your bad preaching may not result
in death; heartburn is rarely fatal. Good
preaching should leave the people with
some sense to say to one another, “Were
not our hearts burning [within us] while
he spoke to us on the way and opened the
scriptures to us?” (Lk 24:32). TD

DEACON ANTHONY GOOLEY lives in Sydney
and is a deacon of the Archdiocese of Bris-
bane, Australia. His ministry includes working
on mission and identity formation in Catholic
healthcare and aged-care settings. His most
recent book is “Deacons Today: New Wine &
New Wine Skins” (Coventry Press, $23.95).



Be the Bridge to the Faithful.
Catholic Father's Day 2022.

The Deacon’s role is more critical than ever before. And your unique
vocation gives you clear insight into family and married life—the needs of families
still reeling from the pandemic, economic hardship and political unrest.

The Catholic Men’s Leadership Alliance stands with you.

It’s very clear that when you strengthen the man, you strengthen the family.
Strengthen the family, strengthen the Church. Strengthen the Church, fix the culture.
It explains our mission and how it works within your parish.

One of our apostolates, Catholic Father’s Day, is designed to help Deacons
to lead locally. With a renewed emphasis on a “Eucharistic Revival,” it’s a powerful
way for parishes to unite in Corpus Christi Processions on June 19, 2022—Father’s
Day! Imagine the graces to be obtained when thousands of Eucharistic processions
are held on this weekend nationwide. We would truly light the world on fire!

Start planning a Corpus Christi procession for 2022.
The Catholic Father’s Day website has the tools Deacons need to organize
and run a prayerful Eucharistic Procession. CatholicFathersDay.com

CATHOLIC
FATHER'S|DAY

_ 0 the many who
participated in the first
Catholic Father’s Day
processions in June, 2021.

©® 2021 Catholic Men’s Leadership Alliance | CatholicMenLeaders.org | All Rights Reserved



ADVENT

Preaching Advent

Connecting the dots within the rhythm of the liturgy

By Deacon Steven D. Greydanus

G.K. Chesterton begins “The Ever-
lasting Man” with a parable inspired by
England’s immense chalk hill figures, like
the White Horses of Uffington and West-
bury. He imagines a boy growing up on a
slope bearing the image of some gigantic
figure, unaware that the familiar borders
of his farm and garden are small parts of a
vast, unguessed design. One day he goes in
search of the mysterious monument of the
giant he has heard about, and, of course,
it's not until he has gotten far enough from
home that he is able to see the

how many times they've heard the same
triennial cycle of readings. Those who
are paying attention on any given Sunday
may note thematic links between the first
reading and the Gospel — but who recalls
last Sunday’s readings well enough to rec-
ognize, for example, a string of kingdom
parables or readings from the Sermon on
the Mount, let alone to follow St. Paul's line
of thought over a number of weeks?

Liturgical Context
The homily is meant to flow from and

But there is also, unnoticed by many,
continuity and transition. The eschatolog-
ical themes of the solemnity of Our Lord
Jesus Christ, King of the Universe — apoc-
alyptic trial and tribulation, the Second
Coming, final judgment — are foreshad-
owed on the Sunday before (the Thir-
ty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time) and
carry over into Advent.

Especially at the start, Advent has a
double focus on both of Christ’s comings,
with initial emphasis on looking forward
to the Second Coming leading into antic-
ipation of the Christmas cele-

whole picture.

Somethinglike this applies
to how many Catholics expe-
rience the liturgical calendar
and the Lectionary.

The homily is meant to flow

from and serve the liturgy.

bration of his first coming.

By the Second and Third
Sundays of Advent, this double
focus converges in the figure
of St. John the Baptist. As the

Were all attuned to the
rhythms of the workweek. While we may
occasionally be surprised that it’s already
(or only) Wednesday, the arrival of the
Lords Day seldom if ever catches us un-
awares. But we all know Catholics who
are surprised every year by the capricious
arrival of Ash Wednesday; and I remem-
ber well, year after year as a young Cath-
olic convert, the startled feeling that once
again the solemnity of Christ the King at
the end of the liturgical year had come
upon me like a thief in the night.

As for the Lectionary, it remains ter-
ra incognita to most Catholics, no matter
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serve the liturgy. One way to pursue this
goal is to work to help parishioners grasp
and appreciate the liturgical big picture:
the pattern of this Sunday in relation to
last Sunday, next Sunday, and the larger
seasonal landscape; to stitch back togeth-
er the biblical texts parceled out in the
Lectionary.

The solemnity of Christ the King
marks, of course, the last Sunday of the li-
turgical year, and the new year begins with
the start of Advent. In that sense, there is
a break, a disjunction. Ordinary Time of
Year B ends, and Advent of Year C begins.

forerunner of Jesus and the
last prophet of the Old Covenant, John
sums up the whole history of Israel’s long
expectation of the coming Messiah; as the
proclaimer of the imminent kingdom of
God, he already points to Christ’s Second
Coming,

On the First Sunday of Advent, though,
Jesus’ two comings appear as separate
themes, with the emphasis on the second,
particularly in the Gospel, carried over
from the last weeks of the old year.

Three Apocalyptic Weeks
This year, for example, on Nov. 14, the
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ince 1993, Worldwide Seminarian Support (WSS)
has supported the needs of men discerning for the
priesthood in America, Africa & India.
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Mosaic of Jesus and Pontius Pilate on Good Friday. AdobeStock

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time, the
Gospel is from St. Mark’s “Little Apoca-
lypse,” with a warning of tribulation and
a prophecy of the Second Coming, the
day and hour of which no one knows. The
first reading, from Daniel 12, is likewise a
prophecy of worldwide distress culminat-
ing the resurrections of the just and the
unjust, while the second reading, from
Hebrews 10, speaks of how Jesus, seated
at the Father’s right hand, “waits until his
enemies are made his footstool.”

These eschatological themes antici-
pate the “crowning of the liturgical year”
— as Popes Benedict and Francis have
both called the solemnity of Christ the
King — in which we look forward to the
culmination of history and the definitive
revelation of the reign of God. There’s no
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reason this solemnity should come upon
anyone like a thief — not, at least, if we
homilists are doing our job!

This year, the Gospel for Christ the
King is from Jesus' exchange with Pilate
in John 18, with the words, “My kingdom
does not belong to this world.” The first
reading is, again, from Daniel, this time
from Chapter 7, with the Son of Man com-
ing on the clouds of heaven and receiving
everlasting dominion — language echoed
in the second reading from Revelation 1
(“Behold, he is coming amid the clouds”).

Then comes Advent: the sanctuary
decked in violet; the familiar strains of “O
Come, O Come, Emmanuel”; and the first
reading from Jeremiah 33: “In those days,
in that time, I will raise up for David a just
shoot.” All this invites us to turn our minds

toward anticipating the celebration of
Christ’s birth.

Perhaps the second reading from 1
Thessalonians, with Paul’s concern for
his readers to be blameless at the Lord’s
coming, slips by without much notice.
But then, with the faithful standing for the
Gospel, comes yet another eschatologi-
cal warning, this time from Luke’s “Little
Apocalypse™: signs in the heavens, people
dying of fright, and the Son of Man “com-
ing in a cloud with power and great glory”

If this apocalypticism feels like an in-
trusion or anomaly in our Advent celebra-
tion, we homilists haven’t done our job. Or,
at least, we have our work cut out for us!

Making Everything Count

A complicating factor for most dea-
cons is, of course, limitations on our
preaching opportunities. I know deacons
who preach on a weekly basis, but once a
month or so is more the norm. We must
make the most of what is given us.

If we preach Christ the King or the
Sunday before, we can look forward to-
ward Advent and connect the dots ahead
of time.

If we're on for the First Sunday of Ad-
vent, we can pick up the strands from
the previous Sundays, perhaps recalling
themes from prior homilies, whoever
preached them.

A homiletic series with running
themes is no bad thing, even with more
than one homilist preaching. If one’s re-
lationship with one’s pastor and/or other
celebrants allows for advanced collabora-
tion, so much the better. TD

DEACON STEVEN D. GREYDANUS writes

for the National Catholic Register and has
contributed to the New Catholic Encyclope-
dia and the Encyclopedia of Catholic Social
Thought, Social Science, and Social Policy. He
has M.A.s in religious studies and theology
from, respectively, St. Charles Borromeo Semi-
nary and Immaculate Conception Seminary at
Seton Hall University.



November / December 2021

nepeacon

1 x
1'j s |
-
'

The 4th Annual

BUYER’S GUIDE

Your Yearly Guide For Parish Related Products and Services




o
AR

iy, Euomget MeDaoads
ol T VI — e K] EOTE

el V)

&

DEACON CASKET WITH
REMOVABLE CROSS IN RED OAK

TRAPPIST CASKETS

MNEW MELLERAY ABBEY EST. ln4™?

(888) 433-6934 TrappistCaskets.com




Cover AND CONTENTS: ADOBE STOCK

BEHAVIOR HEALTH AND
ADDICTION RESOURCES

Saint Luke Institute ..o 24
Servants of the Paraclete.................... 24
CANDLES

Cathedral Candle Company............... 24
Dadant & Sons Candle Company...... 24
Root Candles ....ccooiviiiiiiiii 24
CONFERENCES

NDICE oo 24
Sacred Heart Seminary and School

of Theology ..ot 30
DEACON GIFTS I PRODUCTS
Deacon Store ..o 30
St. Lawrence Society.......ccocovvicnnan. 30

EDUCATION
Divine Mercy University .........c.ccco..... 30
EVANGELIZATION
Agape Catholic Ministries ................. 30
Catholic Father's Day ........ccccoocvvniae. 30
Renew International ... 36
FAITH FORMATION
Loyola Press ... 36
FUNERAL PLANNING
New Melleray Abbey —

Trappist Caskets.......ccccoooiiviiienn 36
HOMILY RESOURCES
Deacon Ralph Torrelli ..........cococoovnn 36
PARISH VISITS
Unbound.......oooooviiiiiii 36

PUBLISHERS

Baker Academic .........cccooveiii 36
Catholic Answers.......c.ccoooveiiien, 42
Family Theater Productions................. 42
GIA Publications, Inc......................... 42
Ignatius Press ... 42
Instant Publisher.............cc 42
Liguori Publications.......c..c.cccococnn. 42
TRAVEL I PILGRIMAGES

Regina Tours ..o, 44
VESTMENTS

Murphy Robes .........c.cccoooviiiieiii 44
The Holy Rood Guild .........cooveveinn 44

To advertise with OSV call 800-348-2440, ext. 3, or email at adsales@osv.com



24

CATHEDRAL CANDLE COMPANY

Family owned and operated for five
generations, Cathedral Candle Company
has served Catholic churches through the

master craft and art of candlemaking since
1897. Holding true to our founder’s exacting
standards of quality and design, we're proud
to continue supplying top-quality candles
and help light religious faith with the
living flame.

SERVANTS OF THE PARACLETE

Responding to the spiritual and emotional
needs of priests and religious brothers, the
Servants of the Paraclete offer long-term
residential care and supervision for priests
and brothers. Priests helping Priests, the
Servants of the Paraclete are the only
Catholic Religious Congregation to have
this singular ministry of assisting fellow
priest and brothers in dealing with personal
and spiritual challenges. Vianney Renewal
Center is located in Dittmer MO amid a
tranquil, peaceful setting.

&

hervangy of
rher Faracker:

Phone: (636)274-5226
Email: poncom@aol.com
Web: www.theservants.org
Contact: Fr. John Murphy sP
Pontifical Commissary

SAINT LUKE INSTITUTE

Saint Luke Institute provides mental and
spiritual health care for seminarians, clergy,
and consecrated religious by conducting
clinical evaluations, treating mental illness
or addiction, assessing the suitability of
candidates for religious and seminary
formation, and offering education to support
healthy lifestyles and ministry.

We Understand. We Are Here to Help.

ed
CathedralL
CANDLE COMPANY
Owis & Canivey or DEvoTios
510 Kirkpatrick Street
Syracuse, NY 13208
Phone: (315)422-9119
Email: info@cathedralcandle.com
Web: www.cathedralcandle.com
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Contact: Michelle Short
Phone: (301)422 5429
Web: SLILorg
Web: SLIconnect.org
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ROOT CANDLES
With over 150 years of history, Root Candles
adorn churches and cathedrals across the
country, providing superior burning candles
and clean burning wax. We offer a full line of
products that will meet all of your
church needs.

DADANT AND SONS
CANDLE COMPANY

The Dadant Family has been in business for
158 years and 7 Generations: Beeswax Altar
Candles, Sanctuary Candles, Devotional
Lights, Patron Saint Candles, Baptismals,
and Paschals. We buy only pure domestic
beeswax from local beekeepers to ensure
uniform color, smoothness, and burning. Our
special blend of 51% candles adds dignity
and beauty to the mass.

NATIONAL DIACONATE INSTITUTE
FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION

Join us for our next conference; an
examination of the Pope’s call to Ecumenism.
Explore the opening of interreligious
dialogue among the World’s religions.
NDICE is the leader in continuing education
of the ordained Diaconate. The conference
will be held July 17-20, 2022 at Xavier
University in Cincinnati, OH.
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AMERICAN MADE CANDLES

" Refigious Candles 623 West Liberty St.
Medina, OH 44256
Phone: (800)289-7668 ext 3226
Email: jturski@rootcandles.com
Web: www.rootcandles.com

Contact: James Turski

Website: www.dadantcandles.com
Contact your local church goods dealer for
further information on all Dadant products.

Check out NDICE.net to stay informed and
subscribe to our newsletter.
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WELCOME BACK &
YOUR PARISHIONERS! __ 5%

As we get back to living our fait v
as the Body of Christ in our parish . ¢
communities, renew the laity with « . .-
our Parish Book program. & !
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It's time to put away the small, safe version
of Jesus, says Cy Kellett (host, Catholic
Answers Live). Nobody that bland could have
transformed the world as he did. In A Teacher
of Strange Things, Cy presents Jesus Christ
with all his radical words and deeds undiluted
by sentiment or familiarity.

TOPICS INCLUDE:

_' | .#'Whojesus Was: What did he claim to be? Why did he
captivate his followers and foes alike? f

-

$16.95 Paperback
$5 in bulk
(Case of 20)

| ® What Jesus taught: Did he really say he's the only way?

i
| £JWhy people still follow him: How does Jesus fitin a

i r;n_,_odern world moving away from God? _. N

1 w ' F
m Cy takes you on a jouney of discovery through these topics

'-_a_\nd _ESny more.

PARISH BULK BOOKS

““H.u;“n

WHY WE'RE — THE BIBLE IS A 20 ANSWERS:
CATHOLIC CATHOLIE CATHOLIC BOOK THE EUCHARIST
“A very useful tool: “My hope is [this] will ignite “Only 31 percent of U.S.
clear, practical, simply / among the faithful a greater Catholics say they believe
organized, very 0 love and appreciation for the that ‘during Catholic
readable and rich in Bible as a primal source of Mass, the bread and wine
content.” S spiritual nourishment and a actually become the
—Charles J. Chaput, el el mi sure guide for our daily life." — body and blood of Jesus.”

O.F.M. Cap., Archbishop
of Philadelphia

Just $3 in bulk
(Case of 20)

Parent Resource

Most Rev. Thomas J. Olmsted,
Bishop of Phoenix

Just $3 in bulk

ust $5 in bulk
Case of 20)

- W

{
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—Source: Pew Research
Report, Feb. 2019

Just $1 in bulk
“
A

As low as $0.60
each in bulk

Also in Spanish

Q 800.890.0461

CALL FOR 40% DISCOUNT
< sales@catholic.com




St. arence Society

Established by the diaconate community of the Diocese of Ogdensburg
We have been providing deacon pins to our brother deacons and their wives for many years.
The St. Lawrence Pin was designed by deacons, for deacons.

b

Embroidered Deacon Cross

Deacon Pin

Small Deacon Clutch

tet-t1

Deacon Tie Tack

Deacon Pin -
25 Year Anniversary

Wife’s Pin

Deacon and Formation Directors: The St. Lawrence Pin is a great
gift to the newly ordained, a precious remembrance to men
celebrating anniversaries.

| Name

Contact us for quantity discounts!

Order Online at StLawrenceSociety.org

Phone

. Address

| City,

Zip

Email

Description

Clutch Back

Pin Back

Total Pins

Deacon Pin

Wife’s Pin

Deacon 5 Year Anniversary

Deacon 10 Year Anniversary

Deacon 15 Year Anniversary
Deacon 20 Year Anniversary

Deacon 25 Year Anniversary

Deacon 30 Year Anniversary

Deacon 35 Year Anniversary

Deacon 40 Year Anniversary

Small Deacon Pin

Tie Tack

Total Number of Pins x $10.00

Shipping and Handling
$7.00 for Orders up to $100.00
$12.00 for Orders over $100.00

Total Enclosed

Payment must accompany your order if mailed.

Make checks or money orders payable to:
St. Lawrence Society.

New York State residents add 8.0% New York State and local
combined sales tax.

If Tax Exempt, please include New York State and Local Sales and
Use Tax Exempt Use Certificate ST-121

We thank you for your
support of this ministry!

Contact: Deacon Kevin Mastellon

149 Flower Avenue West, Watertown, NY 13601
Email: deaconcouncil2015@gmail.com

Phone: 315-836-6287




LEADING THE FUTURE OF CARE

Psychological and Spiritual Healing

Saint Luke Institute’s new intensive
outpatient treatment program
benefits our clients with:

Intensive group therapy that
complements individual therapy

A more natural transition back to
ministry life

Expert care at a lower cost (often
covered in part by insurance)

PROVIDING THE BEST IN
OUTPATIENT TREATMENT FOR
CLERGY AND RELIGIOUS

SAINT LUKE INSTITUTE

COMPASSIONATE CARE
reimagined
v

SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND
301-445-7970
SLI.ORG
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PADRE PIO: Stories and Memories of My Mentor and Friend

5 Fr. Gabriele Amorth
I ||IILIJ I\.l I l{ } his colorful memoir offers a rare, up-close glimpse of St. Pio of Pietrelcna, the
beloved Italian monk blessed with many extraordinary spiritual gifts. Fr. Amorth,
the renowned exorcist of Rome, had a close friendship with the holy, quirky Padre Pio,
whom he considered his spiritual father. Adding his own personal experiences to a founda-
tion of biographical research, Amorth gives an entertaining and illuminating account
of one of the best-known saints of the 20th century. Besides Padre Pio’s miracle-filled
priesthood, Amorth reveals his Italian gift for mimicry, humor, and storytelling.
PPP ... Sewn Softcover, $16.95

"A powerful and personal testimony. You will be inspired and amazed by the extraordinary story
of the St. Francis of our times." — Fr. Dwight Longenecker, Author, Immortal Combat

"None of the books on Padre Pio have the personal touch of a longtime friend like this.
Fr. Amorth pulls the curtain aside and Padre Pio comes alive for us in a new way!"
— Steve Ray, Author, Upon This Rock

JEROME LEJEUNE: A Man of Science and Conscience
Aude Dugast
pioneer of modern genetics, Lejeune discovered the chromosomal defect that causes
Down syndrome, which brought him wide acclaim. But more important to this doctor,
dazzled by the beauty of every human life, was improving the care of his patients with this
abnormality. He strongly advocated for their dignity, and suffered many attacks on his
reputation. This definitive biography, written by the postulator of his cause for sainthood,
reveals the true and untold portrait of a brilliant scientist, devout Catholic, devoted family
man, and ardent defender of the most vulnerable. JLP ... Sewn Softcover, $19.95

“Captures the spirit of Lejeune, whose life embraced the paradoxes of the saints.
This highly engaging story is filled with inspiration about a modern Man for All Seasons."
— Robert Spitzer, S.]., Author, Healing the Culture

"A beautifully written ‘profile in courage' that captures Lejeune's dedication to science and medicine
along with his even greater devotion to children with Down syndrome.”
— Archbishop Joseph Naumann, Kansas City

JESUIT AT LARGE: Essays and Reviews by Paul Mankowski, S.J.
Edited by George Weigel
Father Mankowski was one of the most brilliant and scintillating Catholic writers of
our time. His essays and reviews display a unique wit, a singular breadth of learning,
and a penetrating insight into the challenges of Catholic life in the postmodern world.
Exploring a wide range of important topics on faith, culture, and academia, Mankowski's
keen intelligence is always on display. His intense Catholic faith shines through his
writing as you meet a man of great gifts who suffered for his strong convictions and his
deep love for Christ and the Church. JLERP ... Sewn Softcover, $17.95

"Fr. Mankowski was a priest with the soul of a boxer and a boxer with the soul of a priest.
His irreducible brilliance and fierce fidelity grace every page of this book. Read it, give it, be

transformed by it."
— Mary Eberstadt, Author, Adam and Eve after the Pill

B prasis

P.O. Box 1339, Ft. Collins, CO 80522 (800) 651-1531




CATALYST [mI-V[RAWIT=

a platform for parish renewal

The pandemic has changed how
parishioners engage with your parish. What's

your strategic plan for their return? If you REEn a e
have the will, Parish Catalyst has a way.

Our Learning Communities have ignited

renewal in parishes across the country.

Learning, collaboration, discernment '
and planning will empower leaders to R E N EW
transform every aspect of parish life and turn .
parishioners into disciples.

Set up a call to learn more today!

Learn more at
parishcatalyst.org
Parish Catalyst is a program of RENEW International

EExEW | 1232 George Street, Plainfield, NJ 07062
J 888-433-3221 www.renewintl.org

SAVE 25% ON

Save 25% when mentioning code
Offer available until 12/31/2021.

Our clergy shirts are manufactured in the United States and are
backed by our Qwick-Ship® guarantee, shipped out the business next day.
All orders are also eligible for a 30-day money-back guarantee.

murphyrobes.com // 800.552.3228
o0 0

MMM,
MURPHY
ROBES
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SACRED HEART SEMINARY AND DEACON STORE ST. LAWRENCE SOCIETY
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY The DEACON STORE, is a deacon owned The St. Lawrence Pin was designed by

and operated internet ministry, offering
ministerial goods, vestments, casual clothing
and deacon ordination cards and gifts
specific for deacons and deacon’s wives
plus many items for priests and pastors.
Engraving & embroidery services available.
Gift Certificates sent FAST by email!
FREE SHIPPING OFFER!

Deacon

deacons, for deacons, and is sold by the
St. Lawrence Society of Deacons in the
Diocese of Ogdensburg, NY. Pins are sold to
individuals and dioceses.
Deacon Directors: Contact us for quantity
discounts and supply all your deacons. See
our full-page ad on page 26!

Your Seminary: Specialized formation for a
universal Church
Later vocations, international students
needing English and Culture Studies,
advanced students pursuing M.Div./M.A.,
Hispanic Preparation for Ministry, and
Interfaith programs. Contact us for how we
can serve you.

3 SACRED
HEART

Seminary and
School of Theology

Store 1

102 Millstream Court
PO Box 64
Clark Mills, NY 13321
Phone: (315)381-3431
Email: deaconstore@aol.com
Web: www.DeaconStore.com

Contact: Deacon Kevin Mastellon
149 Flower Avenue West

Hales Corners, Wisconsin
Phone: 414-425-8300
Web: www.shsst.edu

Contact Deacon Steve Kramer

Email: skramer@shsst.edu

‘Watertown, NY 13601
Email: deaconcouncil2015@gmail.com
Phone: (315)836-6287
Web: stlawrencesociety.org
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DIVINE MERCY UNIVERSITY
Spiritual Direction Certificate Program
The Spiritual Direction Certificate (SDC)

Program offered through Divine Mercy
University (DMU) has a rich Christ-centered
spirituality that seeks to meet individuals in
their life situation and help them become
missionary disciples. DMU has programs
that are both academically rigorous and
practical, deeply integrating the latest insights
of the human sciences and the Catholic-
Christian view of the human person.

AGAPE CATHOLIC MINISTRIES
Agape Catholic Ministries equips families to
live a Christ-centered life through ONLINE

Catholic one-on-one mentoring.
CatholicMarriagePrep.com
CatholicBaptismPrep.com

CatholicQuincePrep.com
We have been offering online personal
mentoring by certified instructors since 2004.
Available in English, Spanish, and French.
For free brochures and information
www.catholicmarriageprep.com/signup

CATHOLIC FATHER’S DAY

The purpose of the Catholic Father’s Day™
movement is to inspire Catholic men to their

great and noble call as Catholic fathers by

holding annual Eucharistic Processions in
June each year. These family-friendly events

call the faithful together to pray for and
honor fathers.

ml'l"IOLIET
FATHER'S DAY

Website: catholicfathersday.com
Email: info@catholicfathersday.com
Contact: Pat Ciriacks
Phone: (262)893-5193

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
CERTIFICATE

WWW.ADC-DIVIMEMERCY.ORG

AGAPE

Gl R
= CatholicMinistries

Contact: Christopher Garofalo
Email: cgarofalo@divinemercy.edu
Phone: (703)574-1114
Website: divinemercy.edu/LEADOTHERS

Email: info@AgapeCatholicMinistries.com
Phone: (800)208-1364
Web: www.catholicmarriageprep.com
www.agapecatholicministries.com
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“But sanctify the Lord

Christ in your hearts,
being ready always to
satisfy every one that
asketh you a reason
of that hope which is
in you.”

1 Peter 3:15

THE CREAT COMMENTARY
(=]
COKNELILS & LAFIDE

L L Y e ] S TTE
pEETE

Pohle-Preuss W Cornelius a’'Lapide’s
Manual of Commentary on the
Dogmatic Theology Four Gospels

Many Catholics living today can re-

member when priests were well trained
in theology and could express the Faith
properly in their sermons and in their

writing. That is because they were giv-

en sound teaching at the seminary in

Logic, Philosophy, and Dogmatic The-

ology from textbooks such as this 12
volume set. The famous Pohle-Preuss
manual was used in many seminaries
in America and other countries prior to

the 1950's. This set is a must for any se-

rious study of Church doctrine.

12 Volumes in Six Hardcover Books
3,700+ Pages ® $239

Cornelius a Lapide created a Scripture
Commentary so complete and scholarly
that it was practically the universal com-
mentary in use by Catholics (often avail-
able only in 30 some Latin volumes) for
hundreds of years. As part of the mis-
sion of Loreto Publications’ apostolate
we have spent a lot of time and money
to produce a translation and design a
beautiful edition of this priceless com-
mentary so long hidden from the eyes
of most Catholics. Now is your opportu-
nity to own this masterpiece.

4 Hardcover Books
2,800+ Pages * $199

Loreto Publications ¢ LoretoPubs.org ® (603) 239-6671
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SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
CERTIFICATE “

DWJNI: MERCY UNIVERSITY
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FOR STUDY
AND
DISCUSSION

C ‘2l Bind THOUGHT-PROVOKING
eremoniat omnaers BOOKS PERFECT FOR

Perfect for p;estiolers, cf[ontors ork;clj Iector:s, as I\(/Yell os‘for . GROUP STUDY,
accompanists to use to assemble each week's service music!

These binders also function beautifully as an expandable DISCUSSION, AND
alternative for enroliment or remembrance books. Each binder is RETREATS
constructed with the finest quality materials offering long-lasting
resilience against wear and tear. Use for general intercessions,
announcements, special rites, and seasonal service programs.

Each binder features:

+ T-inch spine and 1-inch rings

* Three-ring format

- Can hold pages up to 85 x 11

- Inside front pocket for loose papers and cards

Series 1 Ceremonial Binders

The original Series 1 Ceremonial
Binders are beautifully constructed,
heavily embossed, and assembled
by hand.

Thg Lire op
SEEUS CunisT

bl L1 T TY T .

Series 2 Ceremonial Binders AT a borw e
Series 2 binders are adorned with a

stunning gold foil cross on the cover.

Series 3 Ceremonial Binders

With a beautiful wheat design adorning
the cover, these binders are attractive
and durable.

Ceremonial Presentation Folders
These attractive and useful Ceremonial Folders are designed to hold BULK DISCOUNTS
one or two single sheets of 8.5 x 11 paper, tucked into the grosgrain AVAILABLE
ribbon corner holders. Ideal for use by lectors (with intercessions
placed on one side and parish announcements placed on the other),
by priests and deacons, and by cantors (to hold the psalm).

glamusic.com -+ 800.422.1358 Order0SV.com




| NEW BOOKS by DEACONS

i |

| #DEACONS

DEACON GREG KANDRA
A Deacon Prays—the essential prayer book

for Catholic deacons—is a practical, daily companion “A powerfUI bOOko”

that speaks to deacons as no other book has because

it comes from Deacon Greg Kandra, creator of The —From the foreword by
i Deacon’s Bench blog and one of the most popular Most Rev. Frank Caggiano
Hi voices and enthusiastic advocates of the diaconate Bishop of Bridgeport
i in the Church today.

160 pages, $14.95

[ ]
DEACQN HAROILD.BURKE. SIVERS “Any tlme
In Our Life of Service, international speaker and
OUR LIFE OF bestselling author Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers will Deacon Hamld
inspire and uplift you as he and his brother deacons— °
including Greg Kandra, Larry Oney, Dominic Cerrato, Burke'swers

and Thomas J. Fox—share their testimonies and

insights about how to serve God with determination, SPeakS, deacons

faith, and vision. Burke-Sivers explains the gift of the °
should listen.”

diaconate as a living image of Christ the Servant in

the world, a source of comfort and hope at a time —Deacon James Keating
when both are in short supply. Professor of spiritual theology
192 pages, $17.95 at Kenrick Glennon Seminary

: | RESPONDING e
i TO
PR SUICIBE RECLAIMING
i VATICAN I
| BL AT WETT O —
Responding Reclaiming Seriously, God? Adore
to Suicide Vatican Il FR. MICHAEL WHITE FR. JOHN BURNS
EDITED BY FR. BLAKE BRITTON AND TOM CORCORAN ILLUSTRATED BY
DEACON ED SHOENER 224 pages, $17.95 192 pages, $16.95 VALERIE DELGADO

AND JOHN P. DOLAN 128 pages, $10.95

224 pages, $18.95

Look for these titles wherever books and eBooks are sold. ESS
For more information, visit avemariapress.com. = ;
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RENEW INTERNATIONAL
RENEW International, the leader in parish
renewal and evangelization, offers services
and resources that support the Church’s call

to the New Evangelization. Our experienced
staff is ready to help develop your parish
leaders and form parishioners as disciples
through training, consultation, and
innovative small-group and leader resources.
Contact us today!
A

o o

A ___.,". i
RENEW |~

INTERMATIONAL
.'1

1232 George Street
Plainfield, NJ 07062
Phone: (888)433-3221
Fax: (908)769-5660
Web: www.renewintl.org

DEACON RALPH TORRELLI
Ordained: Trenton Diocese. Now living in
Biloxi Diocese, Hattiesburg, MS. Writer:
Scripture Commentary Column - Biloxi
Diocese Newspaper 2012-present. Teacher:
Homiletics: Biloxi Deacon Formation
Classes. Author: Heart to Heart with God
- Word Among Us + (4) Liguori Pamphlets.
Member: CATH: Catholic Association of
Teachers of Homiletics.

- = :

Mt. 13:45

Phone: (601)310-0104
Email: homilypearls@aol.com
‘Web: Homilypearls.com
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LOYOLA PRESS

Explore Wanderlight, a groundbreaking
Catholic faith formation video game that
invites players to discover their faith in an
engaging, virtual world. As “the Pilgrim”—a
seeker on a quest to discover and experience .
core teachings of the faith—children learn to

walk in the light of Christ.

[LOYOLLAPRESS.

For more information visit
www.WanderlightGame.com or call

Customer Service at 1(800)621-1008.

UNBOUND

Unbound is an international development
organization founded by lay Catholics and
grounded in the Gospel call to put the needs
of the marginalized and vulnerable first. We
build relationships of mutual respect and
support that bridge cultural, religious and
economic divides. We invite all people of

goodwill to join us.

uneounp
One Elmwood Ave
Kansas City, KS 66103
Phone: (800)466-7672
Email: parishcontact@unbound.org
Web: www.parishvisit.org

© © 0 0 0 00 0000000000000 00 0000000000000 000000000000 000000 00000

NEW MELLERAY ABBEY -
TRAPPIST CASKETS
The monks of New Melleray Abbey offer
caskets and urns that are crafted in the rural
quiet of the monastery, by hands accustomed
to prayer. Allow our rich tradition and
humble calling to join you on your journey
to honor the life of a loved one.

APPIST CASKETS

Phone: (888)433-6934

Fax: (563)690-3817

Email: Info@TrappistCaskets.com
Web: www.TrappistCaskets.com
Contact: Marjorie Lehmann

BAKER ACADEMIC

The Catholic Commentary on Sacred
Scripture has been widely acclaimed by
leading Catholic scholars and teachers. This
deluxe set includes special hardcover editions
of the four Gospels. Limited quantities
available. Perfect for deacons, priests,
religious educators, seminarians, anyone who
loves Scripture, as well as parish and

personal libraries.

B BakerAcademic

Website:

CatholicCommentaryonSacredScripture.com
Contact: Mason Slater,
Academic Sales Manager
Email: MSlater@BakerAcademic.com



An Adventure-driven,

Faith-filled,

Catholic Video Game! R
—

R

wanderiight' == %

L L]

Wanderlight:™ A Pilgrim’s Adventure is a groundbreaking Catholic - PERFECT FOR:
video game for kids of all ages! The game invites players to explore -
the four pillars of the Catholic faith in an engaging and beautiful
virtual world while experiencing core teachings of the faith and
practicing how to live as a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. ¢ - Families with young children!

Parish faith formation classes!
« Catholic schools!

LLOYOLAPRESS.

A JESUIT MINISTRY

MINISTRIES

Building Christ-centered families, one family at a time™

ONLINE
CATHOLIC ONE-ON-ONE
MENTORING

CatholicMarriagePrep.com
CatholicBaptismPrep.com
CatholicQuincePrep.com
Online personal mentoring by certified
instructors since 2004. |
Available in English, Spanish, and French. [+

www.catholicmarriageprep.com/signup
Toll free: 1-800-208-1364
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Publishing your book has never been so easy and affordable.
Instantpublisher can help you print a church history, sermons,
prayer journal or any type of boo.

Instantpublisher has helped 1000’s of pastors with their books.

InstantPublisher can help every step of the way

Live customer support.

Bookstore quality books and professional printing.
Fast Turnaround in as few as 3 days!

10 Binding styles including hardback & paperback.
No set-up fees for camera ready files.

Mailing and warehousing services.

Custom design and layout services.

Custom Church bulletin printing

S S | have used InstantPublisher for six of my ten books and have found them
to be fast, friendly, and fun to work with. | think they produce good quality
books with nice cover designs, and yet they still keep the price cheaper than
most publishers in America. | recommend them to everyone who wants to
publish a book. If you want to see your book in print this month, and
produced the way you want it, you can’t beat Instant Publisher. ) )

IIII

Call or email and use Code OSV921 for 10% Free Books on First Order!
questions@instantpublisher.com < 1-800-259-2592

Josephinum Diaconate Institute
of the Pontifical College Josephinum

Diaconate Formation and Continuing Education
* For aspirants/candidates, deacons and lay leaders

Parallel tacks in English and Spanish {new)

= Qutstanding, fully-accredited programs

= Online, student-triendly, ettective and affordable

* Predominantly deaconsteaching deacons

lIniqur Educational & Exl}er iential D]J]mrlunilies

2022 Diaconate Pilgrimage — On Holy Ground:
Walking in the Footsteps of jesus and the First Deacons
* Experiencethe holiest places in Christendom and historical sites
of the First Deacons including Philip and Stephen
= Option for degree or continuing education credit
* See diaconate.pcj.edu/coursebi9s0ce

Graduate De-gree.md Certificate Prngrnms
« Earn a Masters of Arts in Pastoral Studies (MAPS) or Certificates in
Diaconal or Pastoral Studies.

el drer Ao Eres I o Pt O T R e T R S S S TN TR S DR TR T e A T
1
“Tea Mogi Bpwrrarad [he ngzpha Farre
ot of P o e Tha Usated fesea K Chanoe oe ol e Font i fea O s e Joprphinem
Vst e JD anline at discotate. pej.edii
fior carricalum, cowrse catulog ond registrotion information.
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FOR
EUCHARISTIC
ADORATION

BEAUTIFUL
REFLECTIONS TO
HELP YOUR
PARISHIONERS
MEET JESUS IN
THE EUCHARIST

BULK DISCOUNTS
AVAILABLE

©

Order0SV.com

Book now and travel later...

Don’t miss this once in a lifetime
opportunity to experience the

Passion of Jesus Christ in Oberammergau -
the play given in appreciation

for the town having been spared
of the “Black Plague.”

Deacons travel free.

Choose from 5 itineraries
May - September 2022

OTHER PILGRIMAGES
The Holy Land
Rome, Fatima & Lourdes
Canadian Shrines
Italian Shrines
Shrines of France
World Youth Day
Our Lady of Guadalupe

Contact Us Today
www.regina-tours.com
1-800-CATHOLIC DDSEP20

i—
gift items. We offer many other services such as metal ware refinishing
and route our own OneServ Delivery Service for supplies and
consumables such as Altar Bread, Altar Wine, Candles and more.

LY

FC. ZIEGLER COMPANY 2
(800) 331 - 4117
SALES@ZIEGLERS.COM
WWW.ZIEGLERS.COM
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Encountering Christ the Servant
A Spirituality of the Diaconate

Receive the Gospel of Christ whose herald you have become. Believe what you read,
teach what you believe, and practice what you teach.

These are the words a newly ordained
deacon hears from his bishop as the Book
of the Gospels is placed in his hands. It is

a solemn but joyous moment in which the ‘
deacon is called to a lifelong pursuit of the E N C (-_) L_J N T E R [ N QJ
spiritual life. C [_I R I S T

The foundation of the diaconate is 4 .

intimate communion with Christ the S E R\/ A N T
Servant. This communion originates and L

deepens in the interior life, and it is here,
through prayer and meditation, where he
truly discovers God on a personal level A SPIRITUALITY OF THE DIACONATI

and, at the same time, discovers himself in
a more profound way.

In Encountering Christ the Servant: A
Spirituality of the Diaconate, Deacon
Dominic Cerrato, PhD, offers deacons and
deacon candidates an integrated approach
to diaconal life and ministry, rooted in

the cultivation of the interior life. In

this study, Deacon Dominic outlines the
primacy of the interior life, the necessity of
abandonment, the Servant Mysteries, and
living the Servant Mysteries.

Entering into a new and more intimate
relationship with Christ the Servant will
open deacons and deacon candidates to

their true identity, and their mission, as
heralds of the Gospel of Christ.

OrderOSV.com

Bulk discounts available.




Enhance Your Prayers and Discussions

Catholic-focused newsletters on today'’s issues help you

'\l teach your faith formation program and guide parishioners
‘&l-\\r\ \Q through Lent and Easter. Each set is more than 60 percent

off the single-copy price!

Catholic Update 100+ Set: Topics for RCIA

s - by 1
Eaﬁﬂd‘-ﬁtﬂ‘iﬁ'iﬁm "'m - SR To help you lead your RCIA class to meaningful discussions and
TORCS FORBLIPR a greater understanding of Catholicism, Liguori Publications’
Catholic Update RCIA set adds insight to the topics you teach.
100 four-page, color newsletters / 8.5x11 / JFO013 $25.99

Catholic Update Lent 40+ Deluxe Set
Make each day of Lent

and Easter prayerful with Cath ﬁ‘lic

Catholic Update; top
contemporary spiritual Lent _1,:,. Dishioos Sal

wm?‘ authors are featured.
.

47 four-page, color
newsletters / 8.5x11
CULE40 $18.99

o
- - - 3 =

g ouori Call our friendly customer service team -f'
araepnsiniy. AL 800-325-9521 or visit Liguori.org =

Free
Shipping
Offer
+ Deacon Cross Clergy, Oxford & Polo Shirts
+ Deacon Cross Light & All-Weather Jackets
+ Deacon Cross Briefcases & Travel & Tote Bags
+ Dalmatics, Stoles, Albs, Copes, Cinctures Services

+ Deacon Lapel Pins, Pendants, Key Chains

+ Deacon Cuff Links, Desk Sets, Leather Journals
+ Ritual Books - Weddings, Baptisms, Funerals
+ Pyx, Burses, Holy Water Sprinklers, Oil Stocks
+ Deacon Wife Gifts, Deacon Ordination Cards

e Engraving
e Gift Certificates
o Embroidery
« Gift Registry

Visit our webstore at: WWW.DeaconStore.com
Deacon Owned & Operated 315-381-3431 Hours: 9am-9pm EST Mon-Sat
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CATHOLIC ANSWERS
INSTRUCT THE IGNORANT! Only 31%
of Catholics believe in the Real Presence-
2019 Pew Report. Catholic Answers is here
to help! Get this 64-page Q & A booklet for
only $1 each for your teachers, catechists, and
parishioners! Call 800-890-0461 for parish
pricing and more parish resources.

FAMILY THEATER PRODUCTIONS

The true story of a poor Irish immigrant
who sets sail for America in 1928 with
dreams of becoming a millionaire. Stricken
with tuberculosis and miraculously healed
through prayer, he spends his life, with
the help of the most iconic celebrities of
Hollywood, championing the message
worldwide, “The family that prays together
stays together”

GIA PUBLICATIONS, INC.
Products/Services Offered: Printed Music,
CDs, Books, Hymnals, Music Education
Resources, Videos, DVDs, Music
Collections, & More!

Terms of Sale: net 30 days
From Gregorian chant to music for
contemporary choirs, GIA is committed
to providing you with high-quality sacred
music resources plus a wealth of music
education resources with the most advanced
research and pedagogy in the field today!
More Information and Website:
www.giamusic.com

2020 Gillespie Way
El Cajon, CA 92020
Phone: (800)890-0461
Email: sales@catholic.com
Web: www.catholic.com
Contact: Peggy Stenbeck, Parish Partners -
Sales Manager

To License the Film For parish screenings:
License@praythefilm.com
Christina Pineda
(323)874-6633 ext. 209

World Library Publications, a division of
GIA Publications, Inc.
7404 S. Mason Avenue Chicago, IL 60638
Phone: (800)GIA-1358
Email: custserv@giamusic.com
Web: www.giamusic.com

To buy the film:
PrayTheFilm.com

IGNATIUS PRESS INSTANT PUBLISHER LIGUORI PUBLICATIONS

Products Offered: Religion Series: Faith
and Life Series, Books: Ignatius Pew Missal,
Adoremus Hymnal, Ceremonies of the
Modern Roman Rite, Writings of Pope
Benedict XVI, etc.; Online Magazines:
Catholic World Report, Homiletic & Pastoral
Review; Films: The Footprints of God,
Lives of Saints, Teaching Documentaries.

Publish your book or Church materials for
as little as $100 for 25 copies or $1.00 each
for 100 copies in as few as 5 days! Print any
type of book. Hundreds of options including
10 binding styles and color print. Marketing
material printing and mailing services. Live
customer service.
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MINISTRY

Measuring Up

How Pope Francis’ remarks to Rome’s
deacons are pertinent to all deacons

By Deacon Richard F. Hudzik, D.Min.

Despite the distance we might think
exists between the pope and the deacon,
Pope Francis’ June 19, 2021, remarks to the
deacons of Rome were remarkably ger-
mane to our own concerns here. The pope
is attuned to the life of a deacon, his family,
his parish and his ministry.

Although I encourage you to read the

tute the specific nature of the diaconate.
They are substitute tasks” Were it possi-
ble, it would be preferable for the deacon
to be “dedicated to duties of charity and
of administration” (Lumen Gentium, No.
29). Deacons are not to “be ‘half-priests’ or
second-rate priests, nor will they be ‘spe-
cial altar boys.”

the Lord when, in so many of his smaller
brothers and sisters, he asks to be fed, to
be welcomed and loved. I would like this
to be the profile of the deacons of Rome
and of the whole world. Work on this.”

Measuring Up

Now, viewing the popes challenge
from the perspective not as an individu-
al deacon but as the director

complete text at the Vatican
website, 1 offer here a few
items that struck me. More-
over, I believe the pope’s vision
is a standard against which we
can measure ourselves.

“Deacons are not to be ‘half-priests’
or second-rate priests, nor will they be

‘special altar boys.”” — Pope Francis

of deacon personnel (here in
Chicago, known as “the vicar
for deacons”), I ask you, how
does your (arch)diocese’s di-
aconate measure up to the
popes challenge? How does

Custodians of Service

First, the pope spoke of the
diaconate leading us “to the center of the
mystery of the Church.” That breathtaking
assertion is amplified by the suggestion
that the Church think of itself as being “a
constitutively diaconal Church” — that
is, service is the heart of the Church, and
deacons are the custodians of service in
the Church.

Second, note that the pope is attuned
to the tension between the deacon’s “ordi-
nary” duties and those to which he might
be called because of the decrease in the
number of priests. The deacons become
substitutes for the priests in some tasks,
which, “however important, do not consti-

Expectations

What does the pope expect of dea-
cons?

«  “Firstly, I expect you to be humble”

«  “Secondly, I expect you to be good
spouses and good fathers. And
good grandparents.”

«  “Thirdly, I expect you to be senti-
nels ... to help the Christian com-
munity to recognize Jesus in the
poor and the distant.”

And, lest we think the pope is speaking
only to Roman circumstances, we hear the
pope say, for all deacons: “Whatever the
need, see the Lord. So you, too, recognize

the Archdiocese of Chicago? I
can offer some thoughts as to
where we are. Please, eschew our errors
and, if it is helpful, embrace what might
work for you to serve your people.

In Chicago, the journey to ordination
is by way of the University of St. Mary of
the Lake. All preordination formation is
accomplished by the university’s Institute
for Diaconal Studies and the Instituto de
Liderazgo Pastoral.

From the moment of ordination on,
the Office of the Diaconate takes on the
responsibility of formation for all deacons,
whether newly ordained or longer in ser-
vice. What is important to note is that for
all formation endeavors of the diaconate
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JOHN PAUL I
WISDOM

“The diaconate can
only be conferred on
those who believe

in the value of the
bishop’s and priest's
pastoral mission and
in the Holy Spirit's
assistance guiding
them in their actions
and their decisions.
In particular it must
again be said that
the deacon should
"profess reverence
and obedience to the
bishop."”

— General Audience,
Oct. 20, 1993
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Pope Francis leads an audience with permanent deacons of the Diocese of Rome and their families at the
Vatican on June 19, 2021. CNS photo/Vatican Media

office, we organize everything in recog-
nition of the four elements of formation
noted in the National Directory for the
Formation, Ministry and Life of Perma-
nent Deacons in the United States. All pro-
gramming looks to deepen formation in
the human, the intellectual, the spiritual
and the ministerial dimensions.

Even as we come together for several
community events, we situate them with-
in the context of the four formation ele-
ments. Gathering as deacons and wives,
even at a purely social event, such as a
community dinner, brings us to reflect on
the gift that is the diaconate. We celebrate
St. Lawrence, St. Francis and St. Stephen
together and do so with, variously, Mass,
banquets, convocations and symposia. We
witness publicly against street violence

with an initiative of the Black deacons —
the popular August Sunrise Prayer Service
and Mass on the beach at Lake Michigan.
The Spanish-speaking deacons and wives
gather monthly for education and solidar-
ity.

The archdiocese is blessed to have its
own retreat center, and, accordingly, we
are able to sponsor nine or ten retreats
annually. There are four in Spanish for
deacons and wives; four in English for dea-
cons and wives; one or two for deacons
only; and a retreat for the wives and wid-
ows.

Serving as something of a “diaconate
senate,” Chicagos diaconate is ably assist-
ed by its Diaconate Council. This body of
about 50 deacons, with representation
for the wives as well, serves as a vital part



of the communication — in both direc-

tions — between the diaconate office and
the community. Moreover, the council,
through its fundraising efforts, helps sup-
port our educational activities and, impor-
tantly, the diaconate’s favored charities.

Thus we can count on the council to
represent us well as they make grants to
charities, typically staffed or animated by
deacons, in the areas of homelessness, the
incarcerated, mental illness, men in tran-
sition from homelessness, men living on
the streets, disadvantaged youth in Cen-
tral and South America, and assistance to
diaconate ministry in Mexico and Guate-
mala.

Changes in diaconate parish assign-
ments these days are occurring because of
the Archdiocese’s Renew My Church proj-
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DEACON'S
SPIRITUALITY

In meeting with
permanent deacons
and their Families

in Rome on June

19, 2021, Pope
Francis described the
spirituality of deacons
as "availability inside
and openness outside
... available inside,
from the heart, ready
to say 'yes,’ docile,
without making one's
life revolve around
one’s own agenda;
and open outside,
looking at everyone,
especially those who
are left out, those who
feel excluded.”
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Service is the beart of the Church, and the deacons

are the custodians of service in the Church.

ect which is fundamentally realigning and
reconfiguring the parish landscape. Yes,
that means that some parishes are united
with other parishes; some buildings are
closed and sold. As parishes merge and
realign, deacons often find themselves as
signs of continuity for the parishioners.
With mergers, pastors are often reassigned
and the people can feel bereft with the
transitions.

It is the expectation that the dea-
con remains in place for a period of time
(right now, we are saying a minimum of six
months) to accompany the parishioners
with the new reality. Six months is, admit-
tedly, not a long time. However, given the
fact that the realignment process takes
months before the final implementation
date, the parishioners are attuned to the
fact that things are changing.

Diaconal Church

Returning again to Pope Francis re-
marks, we see “the diaconate ... leads us to
the center of the mystery of the Church,
and “we should speak of a ‘constitutively
diaconal Church.” If the diaconate leads
to the center, each deacon must be on his
game.

To be fully formed, we pursue learning
skills of doing the tasks assigned (the min-
isterial pillar). We ground everything in
prayer (the spiritual pillar). We have to be,
among other attributes the pope requires,
men of humility (a dimension of the hu-
man pillar). Finally, out of love for those
whom we serve, those whom Jesus first
loved, deacons will want to pass on the
wealth of the Tradition and the wisdom of
the Church (and we need to know what we
are talking about — the intellectual pillar).

Service as a deacon, who is often a
husband and father and a worker, can take
on a thousand different looks. At Chica-
go's Office of the Diaconate, we endeavor
to have the work that we do for the dea-
cons be a part of how the deacons, aided
by their wives, their families, their parish-
ioners and their bishops, become ready to
fulfill those expectations articulated by
Pope Francis.

No doubt that is the case throughout
the United States. TD

DEACON RICHARD F. HUDZIK, D.Min., is
Vicar for Deacons for the Archdiocese of Chi-
cago, a husband, father, grandfather, YouTuber
(“Handing on the Faith”) and former attorney.

A DIACONAL CHURCH

Pope Francis spoke of a “constitutively diaconal Church” in an address to

deacons on June 19. He explained: “If we do not live this dimension of service,
every ministry is emptied from within, it becomes sterile, it does not bear fruit.
And little by little it becomes worldly. Deacons remind the Church that what St.
Thérese discovered is true: the Church has a heart inflamed by love. Yes, a humble
heart throbbing with service. Deacons remind us of this when, like the deacon St.
Francis, they bring God’s closeness to others without imposing themselves, serving
with humility and joy. The generosity of a deacon who gives of himself without
seeking the front ranks has about him the perfume of the Gospel, he tells of the
greatness of God’s humility in taking the first step — always, God always takes the
first step — to meet even those who have turned their backs on him”



IN FOCUS

Living as a Herald
of the Gospel

How do deacons effectively proclaim the Gospel
through Word, liturgy and charity?

L

Chicago Auxiliary Bishop Robert Casey presents the Book of the Gospels to newly ordained Deacon Rafel Romani at Holy Name Cathedral on May 8, 2021.

Twenty-two permanent and transitional Catholic deacons were ordained that day. Karen Callaway/Chicago Catholic

By Deacon Keith Strohm

Some life experiences stay with us for-
ever.

The death of a loved one, our wed-
ding day, the birth of a child — all of these
memories endure despite the passage of
time. The same is likely true for deacons
as we reflect on the day of our diaconal
ordination. Although I was ordained a lit-

tle over six years ago, I can still recall the
balmy heat of the day, the smell of Holy
Name Cathedral, redolent with incense
and the slightly musty scent of old wood,
and the supportive, loving presence of my
wife beside me as we processed in.

In the midst of these powerful recol-
lections, one memory stands above the
others: kneeling before the bishop as a

newly ordained deacon holding the Book
of the Gospels as he proclaimed, “Re-
ceive the Gospel of Christ, whose herald
you have become. Believe what you read,
teach what you believe, and practice what
you teach”

I knew that at the moment of my ordi-
nation I had become a herald of the Gospel
in a particular diaconal context. However,
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IN FOCUS

POPE FRANCIS'
ADVICE

"You can offer the Lord
your work, your little
inconveniences, your
weariness and your
hopes in an authentic
prayer that brings your
life to the Lord and
the Lord to your life.
When you serve at the
table of the Eucharist,
there you will find the
presence of Jesus,
who gives himself to
you so that you can
give yourselves to
others.”

— Mass for Jubilee of
Permanent Deacons,
May 30, 2016
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Since the Eucharistic celebration is the source and

summit of our faith, we can also say that it is the
fullest way that the People of God can live out and

experience the reality of the Gospel message.

as I have reflected over the past six years
on that important moment, I find myself
asking the same fundamental question:
What does that really mean? What does
it mean to live as a herald of the Gospel,
particularly as a deacon?

In common usage, a herald is one who
announces, proclaims or delivers news. A
person or a thing can also herald an up-
coming event, functioning as a kind of sign
that something is going to occur. Bringing
both those common definitions together,
we can arrive at a foundational under-
standing of what it means to be a diaconal
herald. Configured to Christ the Servant
at his ordination, the deacon stands as a
sign, proclaiming something through his
words, actions and very existence.

That still leaves us with an import-
ant question to reflect on: What is it that
deacons herald? In other words, what is
the Gospel? That might seem like an easy
question to answer. Since the bishop plac-
es the Book of the Gospels in our hands,
this must refer specifically to the reality
that deacons proclaim the Gospel at Mass
and pass on the Church’s teaching, right?
That conclusion, however, reveals a fun-
damentally truncated and reductive un-
derstanding of one of the most critical and
richest aspects of our faith. In fact, several
years ago, I wrote a book entitled “Jesus:
The Story You Thought You Knew” (OSV,
$15.95), so that more Catholics might en-
counter, wrestle with, surrender to and
share the Gospel from an experience of its
richness.

That same experience is necessary for
the diaconal community as a whole!

In the Basic Norms for the Formation

of Permanent Deacons, the Church writes
“that the ministry of deacons is nothing
other than ‘the ministry of Jesus Christ,
who was with the Father before time be-
gan and who appeared at the end of time.”

Since Jesus' humanity and divinity
were completely integrated within him-
self, there must be an essential unity to the
life and ministry of the deacon. The triple
munera (teaching, sanctifying and govern-
ing) expressed within the context of diako-
nia as service to Word, liturgy and charity
have within them an integral dynamism
that can be challenging to express within
the life of a deacon.

Early on in my own ministry, I tried
feverishly to balance my participation in
service to Word, liturgy and charity, mak-
ing sure I didn’t spend too much time oper-
ating in any one munus. Without meaning
to, I had introduced a level of frustration,
anxiety and artificiality that only served to
set each area of diaconal service against
the other, rather than express their funda-
mental unity.

When we function out of a limited un-
derstanding of the Gospel and reduce the
reality of being a herald of the Gospel to
the deacon’s ministry of the Word, we risk
contributing to the siloing of this essen-
tially linked munera in our diaconal life.
However, if we can excavate the richness
of the reality of the Gospel and then view
the life and ministry of the deacon through
a Gospel-focused lens, the unified nature
of our ministry comes into clearer focus.

Power of the Gospel
Simply put, the Gospel is the Good
News or the great story of our salvation re-



counting what we were created for, what
we lost through disobedience, and what
the Father has done in the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ to set us free
from bondage and restore us with his very
life. Though we recognize that all good sto-
ries have the power to move us, change our
perspective and widen our perspective,
the Gospel story — because it is primarily
about what God has done for us and cen-
ters around the person of Jesus — contains
particular power to open our hearts to the
love, mercy and power of God.

The heart of the Gospel story is called
the kerygma, which in Greek means to
preach or to proclaim. When we share
this proclamation with others, God’s Spir-
it moves. This is why Paul writes that the
Gospel is “the power of God for the salva-
tion of everyone who believes” (Rom 1:16).
Intentional proclamation of the kerygma
is always already a supernatural act whose
purpose is to awaken the faith of those
who hear through the power of God. Paul
again acknowledges the necessity of this
proclamation in Romans 10:13, as he talks
about how ‘everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord will be saved”

He then goes on to lament that no one
can call on God for salvation if they don’t
believe in him, nor can they believe in him
if no one shares the reality of God with
them.

He concludes this section of his letter
with the following affirmation: “Thus faith
comes from what is heard, and what is
heard comes through the word of Christ”
(v. 17).

Rather than being a loose summary of
the good things God has done, the keryg-
ma contains essential content that is crit-
ical to hear and wrestle with. Although
there are many ways to present the keryg-
ma, the heart of the Gospel proclamation
includes the following;

1.  We were created for an eternal life
of union with God and one anoth-
er.

2. The original sin of our first par-
ents, along with our subsequent
personal sin, separates us from
the reality of communion with
God.

3. The Father makes a way for us
to return to him through the life,
death, resurrection and ascension
of his Son, Jesus.

4.  Jesus invites every human person
to turn from sin, surrender their
life to him and follow him as a dis-
ciple.

5. Through baptism, Jesus fills us
with the resurrected life of the
Kingdom by giving us the Holy
Spirit, and he incorporates us into
his body, the Church, which he
sends out to manifest the reality
of God’s kingdom on earth and
live as the herald of his Gospel.

The heart of the Gospel message, then,
could be summarized like this: what Jesus
is by nature (Son of God) he invites us to
become through grace. In other words, the
Gospel is about healing, restoration and
transformation. Jesus offers himself for us
so that we might be freed from the pow-
er of sin and its effects, and filled with his
divine life, becoming more fully what we
were created to be — daughters and sons
of God.

Because the entire reality of the Gospel
is contained in the very person of Jesus, it
suffuses and grounds the life and minis-
try of the ordained. In a diaconal context,
therefore, service to Word, liturgy and

IN FOCUS

charity is fundamentally rooted in Jesus
and his Gospel (Good News).

Service to the Word

“The principal function of the deacon,
therefore, is to collaborate with the bishop
and the priests in the exercise of a minis-
try which is not of their own wisdom but of
the word of God, calling all to conversion
and holiness” (Basic Norms for the Forma-
tion of Permanent Deacons, No. 23).

Though we have spoken of this brief-
ly in the introduction to this article, the
Church herself declares that a deacon’s
service to the Word must be oriented to
conversion and holiness — in other words,
an intentional surrender to the person
of Jesus in the midst of his Church, and
a commitment to an ever-deepening re-
lationship with him that transforms one
interiorly and bears fruit — rather than
simply an assent to doctrinal norms.

In both theory and practice, it would
be a mistake to pit proclamation of the
Gospel against formative catechesis,
though this often happens “on the ground”
within parishes when doctrine and revela-
tion are transmitted without reference to
the fundamental Gospel message. Explic-
itly connecting the Gospel to preaching
and the catechetical and instructional
activity of deacons helps ensure both that
initial proclamation of the Good News
occurs, and that the essential activity of
catechesis is approached in the context
of discipleship and personal relationship
with Jesus, becoming more of an “appren-
ticeship” in the life of a disciple.

THE DIAKONIA OF CHARITY

“In virtue of the Sacrament of Orders, deacons, in communion with the bishop
and the diocesan presbyterate, participate in the same pastoral functions, but
exercise them differently in serving and assisting the bishop and his priests. Since
this participation is brought about by the sacrament, they serve God’s people in
the name of Christ. For this reason, they exercise it in humility and charity, and,
according to the words of St. Polycarp, they must always be ‘merciful, zealous

and let them walk according to the truth of the Lord who became servant of all

9%

(Directory for the Ministry and Life of Permanent Deacons, No. 37).
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EPHREM'S
INFLUENCE

St. Ephrem, a deacon
and Doctor of the
Church, is known for
his commentaries

on the Bible. His
skilled commentaries,
sermons and hymns
gave him the moniker
of the "Harp of the
Spirit.”
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AMBASSADORS

“So we are ambassadors for Christ, as if God were appealing through us. We

implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God” — 2 Corinthians 5:20.

Service to Liturgy

We know that the work and ministry of
the deacon, especially around assistance
at the altar, is distinct from the ministry
of the priest, but it can be easy to become
myopically fixated on the functional du-
ties of the deacon.

If we take some time to look at our
service to liturgy through the lens of the
Gospel something powerful comes into
focus. At the holy sacrifice of the Mass, “..
he [the deacon] effectively represents on
the one hand, the people of God and, spe-
cifically, helps them to unite their lives to
the offering of Christ; while on the other,
in the name of Christ himself, he helps the
Church to participate in the fruits of that
sacrifice” (No. 28).

Since the Eucharistic celebration is
the source and summit of our faith, we can
also say that it is the fullest way that the
People of God can live out and experience
the reality of the Gospel message. It is par-
tially through the life and ministry of the
deacon that the fruits of the Good News,
especially the Paschal Mystery (which sits
at the heart of the kerygma), can be re-
ceived and cooperated with by the People
of God. Participating in service to liturgy
with this intentionality can allow deacons
to be a more effective channel through
which the fruit of grace can flow.

Service to Charity

The reality of diaconal service to char-
ity goes beyond direct service to the poor
and those suffering from systems of injus-
tice. Rather, a deacon “seeks to help and
foster all members of a particular Church,
so that they may participate, in a spirit of
communion and according to their prop-
er charisms, in the life and mission of the
Church” (No. 37).

It is quite possible, concerning the

charitable and transformative work of the
Church in areas of justice, to become im-
plicitly or explicitly disconnected from the
life, mission, work and person of Jesus. It
is possible to feed the hungry and never
encounter Jesus in them, and it is entirely
possible for them to never encounter Jesus
within us. However, a deacon who lives in-
tentionally as a kerygmatic witness (her-
ald) can help anchor the apostolic work
of laymen and women in the heart of the
Gospel.

The kerygma is fundamentally kenotic;
it is about Christ’s emptying of himself for
our sake. Jesus tells his disciples, “Without
cost you have received; without cost you
are to give” (Mt 10:8). The Word of God for-
sook the glory of heaven to dwell with us
as man so that we might receive the abun-
dance of heavenly life. So, too, Jesus calls
his body, the Church, to give out of our
abundance without counting the cost be-
cause we have received from the One who
never counted the cost for our sake.

Seeing our diaconal ministry through
the lens of the Gospel can make it easi-
er for us to live out the unity which such
ministry entails. When that happens more
frequently, we begin to experience a cycle
of fruitfulness. Service to Word, liturgy
and charity “represent a unity in service at
the level of divine Revelation: the ministry
of the word leads to ministry at the altar,
which in turn prompts the transformation
of life by the liturgy, resulting in charity”
(No. 39).

In other words, living as a herald of the
Gospel both enlivens and empowers the
ministry of deacons, placing them in fruit-
ful service to the Church and the world. TD

DEACON KEITH STROHM is a deacon for the
Archdiocese of Chicago and executive director
of M3 Ministries.



THE INTERIOR LIFE

By Deacon Robert T. Yerhot, M.S.W.

Emotional Maturity and
the Interior Life

Conquering the suffering inherent in the
diaconate with emotional maturation

Do you ever wonder why so many diaconal candidates deeply
desire intimacy with God and his people, faithfully respond to the
call, are ordained and then struggle to manage the inner tensions
that arise when they reach out to God in prayer and to people in
ministry?

Deacons soon discover there is a suffering inherent in the di-
aconate. It is a holy suffering, which expresses their relationship
with the Trinity, their identity as beloved sons of the Father and
their mission to be heralds of the Gospel in the world. This suffer-
ing must be freely undertaken, not forced. It requires an emotion-
ally mature man!

Therein lies the rub. Deacons deeply desire this relationship,
identity and mission. Yet, when pursuing them — often passion-
ately pursuing them — they experience spiritual and interper-
sonal tensions for which they may be unprepared. The emotion-
al and physical effects of these tensions may overwhelm, puzzle
and frustrate them, and for some, lead to withdrawal from prayer
and ministry, or, conversely, praying and ministering in a shallow
manner.

Emotional maturation is necessary for growth in the interior
life. Having recently retired as a clinical social worker and psycho-
therapist in clinical practice for 36 years, and now a deacon for
12 years, I primarily write from the perspectives of the behavioral
sciences and Christian spiritual tradition.

The behavioral sciences have come to a greater understand-
ing of the effects adverse life experiences — which I will call trau-
ma — have on men’s ability to maintain healthy relationships.
Trauma may be defined as any environmental, physical, relation-
al, emotional or spiritual event that exceeds one’s learned capaci-
ty to meaningfully integrate into the totality of one’s life.

When this disintegration occurs, men typically, emotionally
“numb out,” dissociate from the experience or act out in a mal-
adaptive manner. It is not difficult to see how this negatively im-
pacts our interior lives and our ministries.

Interestingly, our Christian spiritual tradition has understood
this for centuries and addressed these very same concerns, al-
though using different concepts and language than the behavior-
al sciences.

We need to begin with ourselves and in these four ways:

1. Accept that we have been affected by trauma. We must ac-
knowledge that our life histories and the culture in which we live
have shaped us. This is an act of humility on our part.

2. Relate these trauma experiences to a good spiritual director
who knows emotionally mature methods of entering into the suf-
fering of prayer and ministry. This requires faith.

3. Receive God’s grace and discard our own agendas! This is
an act of submission.

4. Respond to grace by staying within our emotional capabil-
ities. Pursuing too intensely the interior life — or ministry — will
overwhelm our abilities to manage the suffering that arises, and
harm ourselves and others. Again, this points to the importance
of good spiritual direction. This requires prudence.

Emotional maturity is foundational to growth in the interior
life. We all can grow as men of spiritual depth in active ministry.

™D

DEACON BOB YERHOT is the assistant director-emeritus of the di-
aconate for the Diocese of Winona-Rochester, Minnesota. He sits on the
editorial board for the Josephinum Diaconal Review and has previously

published articles on diaconal spirituality.

www.the-deacon.com | Our Sunday Visitor 55



Discover the Church's treasures

When the Roman prefect asked St. Lawrence Founded by ordinary Catholics, Unbound

to show him the treasures of the Church, helps connect people living in poverty

the archdeacon took him to visit the in Latin America, Africa and Asia with generous
city’s poor. “Behold the treasures of the sponsors in the U.S.

Church,” he said.
To learn more, call us at (800) 466-7672, email
In the tradition of St. Lawrence, you us at parishcontact@unbound.org or go
can introduce your community to some of to parishvisit.org.
the Church’s treasures living today — the
children, youth and elders waiting for
a sponsor through Unbound.

‘s
P——
‘\ | CHARITY ..
N\ NAVGATOR

@* UNBOUND

EEIP"':«Ir

parishvisit.org parishcontact@unbound.org (800) 466-7672



THE LIGHT OF THE EAST

By Father Deacon Basil Ryan Balke

An Existential Crisis

What to do when things that once brought
meaning to our lives no longer cut it

Some time ago, I was asked by a friend what are some of the
trends I am seeing as a clinical mental health professional during
the nearly two years of COVID-19. The one trend that I have seen
more than anything else is what in clinical language we call the
“existential crisis,” or “existential angst.”

Perhaps we should define some of our terms here: “existen-
tial” is dealing with existence and the nature of existence — that
is, those big questions about meaning and the fear of death. When
speaking about an existential crisis, we mean that the things that
we found our meaning in, our purpose, our direction in the past,
are no longer cutting it for us. We are in a crisis of meaning. The
old answers don't cut it anymore.

Parish-participation numbers in the post-pandemic world
still look to be significantly lower than they were pre-pandemic,
and the answer is simple as to why. People have been attending
church for an exceptionally long time out of obligation, out of
fear of damnation. Now, after months of being away, they have
begun to ask these existential questions. They have begun to ask
the question: “Why go back?” “Why bother?” How have we as a
Church answered these questions?

The wrong answers to the questions. When asked about
morality, we pick up a moral theology book. When asked why I
should go to Church, we might respond with, “Because it's an ob-
ligation.” Attempting to help a person’s existential crisis by merely
pointing them to a book and saying “because I said so” is going to
do nothing to assist the person to grow, and it will most likely turn
them off Christianity in general.

The right way to answer the questions. The correct way to
answer these sorts of existential questions is not to jump down
the asker’s throat. Eastern Christianity has always had a strong
existential approach to it. A philosophy textbook often lists faith-
ful Eastern Christians as being existentialists: Vladimir Solovyov,
Nikolai Berdyaev, Fyodor Dostoevsky and many more. And to be

clear, there is nothing particularly atheistic about asking such im-
portant questions.

Eastern Christianity prizes above all else the experience of
God. The experience of God in the liturgy, the experience of God
in prayer, the experience of God in the other person. In some
ways, we spend all our time looking for the experience of God and
seeking him with all our might. This is seen no more clearly than
in the first acclimation of the Divine Liturgy: “Blessed is the King-
dom of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” In other
words: “This here, this now, in this very moment, is the kingdom
of God. You are present in the moment of union with God.” We
experience him in the many hours of chanting the canons and
Troparia at Matins, and we experience him in the middle of the
night, and when we find him in the psalms.

This, to me, is the key need in the post-pandemic world. We,
as a Church, have lost our moral authority to speak on issues.
The sexual and financial scandals are at the top of many people’s
minds when they think about the Catholic Church in any capac-
ity. The willful incompetence, laziness and uncaring of many
clergy last longer in the mind of the faithful than any exquisitely
prepared homily.

The only way forward is to help facilitate true, honest and real
encounters with the living God. We need to go into the midst of
the questions about meaning and have an experience of God him-
self. The Eastern Church’s approach is liturgical, and I think that
is a great meditation for us. Do our liturgies facilitate an experi-
ence with God? And perhaps the better question is, Do our litur-
gies facilitate an experience of God for our people? If the answer
is no, then I would not expect our empty pews to fill up any time
soon, nor should they. What is the point if not for God? TD

FATHER DEACON BASIL RYAN BALKE is a Byzantine deacon, a li-

censed professional counselor and director of Mount Tabor Counseling,
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CONTINUED FORMATION

Reflective Practices: A
Ministry for the Church

Program offers educational support in caring for God's people

By Deacon Denny Nash, Deacon
Trey Mobley and Dr. Ryan LaMothe

One of the greatest blessings of min-
istry is the opportunity to enter sacred
space with others where their greatest
and deepest joys, pains and yearnings are
expressed. For the deacon, this is a most
sacred trust, a trust that involves respect
and care for the vulnerability of others.
One of the key skills needed to

How do deacons continue to grow in their
ability to truly hear the other and to recog-
nize God in the encounter?

Educational Support

Once ordained, clergy, for a variety of
reasons, lack the support and opportunity
for consistent reflection on their experi-
ences of ministry. Recognizing this, be-
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this ministry, such as the USCCB's A Fam-
ily Perspective in Church and Society”; the
recent document on priestly formation;
and The National Directory for the Forma-
tion, Ministry, and Life of Permanent Dea-
cons in the United States.

Indeed, since all ministers have the
sacred privilege of caring for people in mo-
ments of vulnerability, we believe there is a

moral, categorical imperative

be faithful to this sacred trust
is the ministry of listening.
Naturally, we all listen
through the lens of our own
experience with our own joys,
pains and yearnings. One of
the strengths of the diaconate
is that we bring life experience
different from the presbyterate
and often more similar to pa-
rishioners. These experiences
are possible opportunities for

For us deacons, who frequently
call others to reflect on how they
might live their lives better in the
light of God’s presence, we see the

reflective practice as a gift that

enables us to do this better.

that all ministers earnestly en-
gage in lifelong learning. This
program was developed in
consideration of this impera-
tive — to aid deacons in caring
for all God’s people.

Reflective Practice
Reflective practice is a pro-
cess of facilitating ministers’
reflections on their ministerial
experiences and actions, like

God’s wisdom and grace to
connect with and minister to others.
Other times, our past experiences can
be impediments when they lead us to mis-
interpret key details or when we react out
of our own fears or hurts. What opportu-
nities do deacons have to reflect on their
experiences in ministry, to discern when
they are reading the situation well or when
their actions are not pastorally effective?
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tween 2002 and 2004, Saint Meinrad Sem-
inary and School of Theology developed
a program for a Certificate in Reflective
Practices in Pastoral Care.

This program entails training expe-
rienced ministers in the art of reflective
practice, which we believe is an important
ministry for the Church. Various pastoral
documents speak to the importance of

the supervision people receive
in Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE). But it
is meant to be a continual practice, a way
to engage in lifelong learning and seek ex-
cellence in ministry.

An underlying theological premise for
reflective practice is grace building on
nature. By this, we mean that a deacon’s
ministry necessarily involves his complex
subjectivity. Making use of this subjectivity
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for the sake of helping others requires the
discipline of self-awareness. This under-
standing is critical to human formation,
which is the foundation of the intellectual,
pastoral and spiritual dimensions of for-
mation.

The National Directory for the Forma-
tion, Ministry, and Life of Permanent Dea-
cons in the United States says: “Formation
for ministry begins with human formation
and development.

Participants ‘should therefore culti-
vate a series of human qualities, not only
out of proper and due growth and reali-
zation of self, but also with a view to the
ministry” (No. 106).

Being self-aware is especially import-
ant when serving those who are vulnera-
ble or different from ourselves, which in-
cludes those that deacons are particularly
ordained to serve, like the poor and the
marginalized.

Reflective practice is a process of grace

wherein deacons deepen and broaden

their self-awareness, discerning how to
make use of the self to incarnate God’s
love.

Saint Meinrad’s Certificate in Reflec-
tive Practices has been offered to lay and
clergy alike for the past 16 years. During
this time, news of the program spread,
largely through people who completed the
certificate and sought to introduce this
ministry into their dioceses and parishes.
The program piqued the interest of Cath-
olic physicians and nurses who believed
reflective practice would be helpful in fa-
cilitating professional growth in their own
healing ministry.

There has also been interest from cler-
gy outside the United States. After earning
the certificate, Father Michael de Stoop,
from the Archdiocese of Sydney, Australia,
developed a reflective practice program
for the Diocese of Sydney that involves all
ministers — lay and ordained.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Anyone interested in learning more about the Certificate in Reflective Practices
may contact Dr. Agnes Kovacs (akovacs@saintmeinrad.edu) at Saint Meinrad

Seminary and School of Theology.

For those interested in knowing more about the Archdiocese of Louisville's deacon
program, contact Deacon Denny Nash (dnash@archlou.org) or Deacon Trey Mobley

(tmobley@archlou.org).

POPE FRANCIS' TIP
“Don't say: ‘l have
the solution for you.’
Give them strength
by your listening, that
medicine which sadly
is being forgotten: ‘the
therapy of listening."”
— International trip to
Morelia, Mexico,

Feb. 16,2016
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Model Program

Closer to home, Deacon Denny Nash,
director of the diaconate for the Archdio-
cese of Louisville, and Deacon Trey Mob-
ley, the associate director of formation in
the same diocese, found completing the
certificate process enormously helpful,

not only in their ministry as deacons but
in their personal lives and relationships as
well.

Realizing the benefit of reflective prac-
tice for those both in formation and in
active ministry, they introduced the pro-
cess to men in formation for the diacon-
ate with the expectation that these men
would enter reflective practice upon ordi-
nation. They understand self-awareness,
listening and being present to the other
as essential to diaconal ministry, and felt
that reflective practice would significantly
enhance and improve their skills in these
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vital areas. And they found that after an
introductory experience of the process,
the candidates were enthusiastic about
the prospect of continuing this learning,
where they could explore their ministerial
experiences in a safe setting with a trained
facilitator.

Opting for a small group model, Dea-
cons Nash and Mobley instituted a pro-
gram whereby the newly ordained dea-
cons would engage in group reflective
practices for a period of two years after
ordination. The hope is that in two years
they will develop a habit of reflection with
its associated skills and continue the prac-
tice for as long as they are in ministry.

In the group process, each partici-
pant, in turn, has the opportunity: (1) to
select and describe a ministerial issue or
situation; (2) to analyze/assess the event
(raising questions for consideration); (3)

to identify new insights and learning. The
process allows participants to get in touch
with their vulnerability and to explore
their subjectivity with others in a healthy
and edifying way.

Group confidentiality and the lead-
ership of a skilled facilitator are key ele-
ments in carrying out this process. The
facilitators of these groups all completed
Saint Meinrad’s Certificate in Reflective
Practices.

The pandemic offered new opportu-
nities in videoconferencing, which can be
an effective tool to give more flexibility in
extending this ministry to other venues.

Growth

Ministryis a complex, challenging, vul-
nerable and demanding undertaking. We
believe all ministers would like to grow in
their ability and wisdom in ministry. It is a



great gift to be able to step into the work
of God more fully with one’s whole self.
Reflective practice can facilitate this type
of growth. We believe it appropriate for all
who minister — lay, priest and deacon.

Deacons, as servant leaders typical-
ly outside other authority structures, are
particularly suited to take up this ministry
of reflective practice, both as participants
and facilitators. It takes courage and hu-
mility to be willing to explore with others
how we can personally grow in our minis-
try. But if we open ourselves, these are the
spaces that God most often strengthens us
and blesses us richly. Essentially, reflective
practice is a ministry to the minister, and
that is how it is a ministry to the Church.

The Diaconate Program in the Arch-
diocese of Louisville is committed to the
pursuit of lifelong learning for permanent
deacons, whether they are preparing for
ordination or engaging in their ministries
as deacons.

If deacons truly desire excellence in
their ministry, it seems imperative to us
that they would want to reflect, with oth-
ers, on how they might minister better.

We understand this task is not easy,
that it requires vulnerability, courage and
humility. It also requires practice and
skills. Saint Meinrad is committed to train-
ing ministers in these skills.

For us deacons, who frequently call
others to reflect on how they might live
their lives better in the light of God’s pres-
ence, we see the reflective practice as a
gift that enables us to do this better. More
importantly, it is a way for us to be an ex-
ample ourselves and to honor one of the
fundamental charisms of diaconal minis-
try: to practice what we preach. TD

DEACON DENNY NASH is the director of the
diaconate for the Archdiocese of Louisville.
DEACON TREY MOBLEY is the associate
director of formation for the Archdiocese of
Louisville. RYAN LAMOTHE, Ph.D., is a pro-
fessor of pastoral care and counseling at Saint

Meinrad Seminary.
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The Companion to the Directory for Catechesis is your in-depth,
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BOOK REVIEW

Tips to Stay Close to God

Deacon Keating’s book teaches us how
to weave prayer into the day

By Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers

Two weeks after I was ordained a dea-
con, we welcomed twins into our family.
My wife and I were now raising a 4-year-
old, a 2-year-old and newborn twins. Con-
necting with God through prayer in a deep
and meaningful way every day while main-
taining the intricate and vitally important
balance between work and family was al-
most overwhelming. I wish Deacon James
Keating’s booklet was available back then!

All of us, at some point, struggle to fit
God into our day. In our daily routines’
busyness and the challenges that come
with work and diaconal ministry, our
hearts yearn for a simpler life. “Abiding in
Christ: Staying with God in a Busy World”
(Institute of Priestly Formation, $5) delves
into the complexity of life and teaches us
how to stay close to God amidst the frenzy
of human experience.

Deacon Keating shows how we can
achieve a rich spiritual life through the
transformative power of prayer, which is
“fundamental, substantial, and fulfilling to
our very humanity” and "defines our very
lives” (page 2). The key lies in weaving the
threads of prayer into the intricate fabric
of our day. Thus the spiritual life — that is,
living a life of holiness, prayer and moral
living — becomes “not an achievement
but a gift”

Part of the anxiety of finding space for
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ABIDING IN CHRIST

STAYING WITH GOD IN A BUSY WORLD

James Keating
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prayer comes from busyness, but
also from our frustrations. Deacon
Keating acknowledges this fact
and insightfully shows that “the
very frustrated desires you notice

All of us, at some point, struggle

to fit God into our day.

make room for silence is critical.
Since I often describe myself as
‘addicted” to Adoration, this is
my favorite section of the book,
where Deacon Keating provides

in yourself are what Christ wants
to fulfill in you more than you can
even imagine!”

This is because true human happiness
flows from spiritual joy. Spiritual joy does
not mean you are always going to be “hap-
py” since spiritual joy involves suffering;
it is the suffering of “letting go” to achieve
interior peace.

“Abiding in Christ” also explores re-
nunciation, celebration and hearing God
as means of achieving divine intimacy or
divinization (cf. 1 Jn 4:16 and 2 Pt 1:4). Dea-
con Keating explains that intimacy with
the Lord comes from renouncing sin, and
the more we turn to the Lord in our sin, the
more we place ourselves in the presence of

his love, and the more our affection for sin
will subside.

We “celebrate” when the “space for-
merly occupied by sinful interests be-
comes filled with joy and gratitude.” It is
in celebrating that we create habits of love
that are interspersed throughout our daily
routines as the obligations and responsi-
bilities of work, family and ministry vie for
our time and attention.

Like a rich sauce that brings disparate
elements of a meal into one cohesive dish,
listening to God’s voice in silence unites
divinization and celebration together into
one harmonious song of praise.

Taking time every day to intentionally

an extraordinarily keen insight
that has given me much food
for thought: “Silence is not the absence of
words but the fullness of presence, a pres-
ence ordered toward gift.”

Deacon Keating ends this short book
with five practical ways to remain with
God: vocation, prayer time, creative ex-
pression, service to others and communal
worship. Deacon Keating offers prudent
wisdom and sage spiritual guidance to
help us navigate the sometimes turbulent
waters of a busy and active life. TD

DEACON HAROLD BURKE-SIVERS is the
author of “Our Life of Service: The Handbook
for Catholic Deacons” (Ave Maria, $17.95).
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SACRAMENTS & LITURGY

By Deacon Steve Kramer

Preaching the Same Homily
in Multiple Parishes

The challenges presented in sharing the
same message more than one time

Ask five deacons what their preaching schedules are like and
the answers will fluctuate widely. After my ordination in 1994, I
typically preached once a month at one Mass. In 2010 my wife
and I moved out of state. We went from a large Catholic suburban
population to an area that was quite rural and had a small Cath-
olic population. Leaving my former profession behind, I accepted
a position as the director of pastoral care at a large (125-plus-bed)
nursing facility. We had daily Mass at the nursing home, as well as
one Sunday celebration of the Eucharist. Additionally, I served a
parish that consisted of “three worship sites.” Three former stand-
alone parishes (in a 40-mile radius) were now clustered together.
The pastor did an outstanding job of bringing together three dis-
tinctly different communities.

The pastor and I worked out a schedule where he would
preach all four Masses at the three parishes on any given week-
end and on the following weekend I would do the same. Suddenly,
my preaching schedule increased to three times a week at daily
Mass, and every other or every third weekend preaching four or
five Masses. How does one maintain the energy needed to finish
Mass, drive 40 miles and preach again? Furthermore, those parish
communities are distinctly different — different economic, hous-
ing, devotional and family situations. Could I tailor one message
that could apply to each of the three communities plus the res-
idents and staff at the nursing facility? Would it be possible to
preach effectively by the third or fourth time the same homily was
delivered?

Telling the same story, anecdote or homily three times in the
span of several hours is a challenge. Anyone who has been in sales
or marketing knows this all too well. If you see five customers in a
day and you are able to pitch your product to three potential cli-
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ents, the first presentation is exciting. Someone is ready to listen
to you and the presentation is bright and engaging. Later in the
day, you remember what you shared earlier and have made some
modifications to make your pitch clearer and more succinct. By
the third time you meet a customer you are tired and the sales
presentation just doesn't seem fresh. You've been sharing it all
day, and afterward you realize that you've left out a critical piece
of information that may have cost you a sale.

The challenge for anyone making a presentation, and espe-
cially for homilists, is to understand that although you have heard
the story multiple times, these listeners are hearing it for the first
time.

Preachers who deliver multiple homilies on the same read-
ings on any given Sunday will agree on these two points: First,
the biggest challenge is to capture the flow of adrenaline and
continue that feeling each Mass you preach. Second, knowing the
idiosyncrasies of one’s congregation (especially communities sep-
arated by long distances) is essential. While the basic bones of the
homily remain the same, it is imperative to tweak the message
so that it will relate to the group of people who are hearing the
message for the first time.

Don't worry about reproducing your homily verbatim each
time. Recall the important/main point(s). Remember, you are
preaching to a different congregation. Pray, prepare and listen.
God will use your words to change his people each time you
preach. TD

DEACON STEVE KRAMER, D.Min., is director of homiletics and associ-
ate professor of pastoral studies at Sacred Heart Seminary and School
of Theology in Hales Corners, Wisconsin.
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By Susan Kehoe

Healing for a Broken World

It is Jesus who saves the world from sin

The homilist at the funeral Mass described the deceased as a
man who was profoundly broken. Father went on to add that it
was through his brokenness that the man was able to help people
in his diaconate ministry. My first thought: We are all broken.

But Father went on to say that the deacon knew how deeply
broken he was. He knew how meaningless and lacking his life was
until he turned his life over to God and developed a close rela-
tionship with Jesus. It takes humility to face our sins. Too often,
we are prideful and try to protect our egos by rationalizing our
shortcomings.

We are all broken and prone to sin. As Aleksandr Solzhenit-
syn wrote in “The Gulag Archipelago” (Harper, $21.99), “The line
separating good and evil passes not through states, nor between
classes, nor between political parties either — but right through
every human heart — and through all human hearts”

God often uses our brokenness, our pain, our suffering, our
failures to help us understand that every human being is com-
pletely dependent on God. We can only be healed of our sins —
our brokenness — by clinging to Jesus and the Cross. It is only
through God’s great mercy that we can be forgiven and healed,
and be made whole.

We are living in an age where the whole world seems irrevo-
cably broken. Our culture rejects the Christian understanding of
what it means to be human — to be male and female.

Yet, Christians cannot despair, even as we struggle in a bro-
ken world gone mad. The story starts with the Incarnation. The
Second Person of the Trinity becomes Emmanuel — God is with
us. But it goes much deeper. The angel of the Lord appeared to
Joseph in a dream and told him that Mary conceived a son by the
power of the Holy Spirit. This child is called Jesus “because he will
save his people from their sins” (Mt 1:21).

Yet we have to accept Jesus into our very being, and we have
to accept his gift of salvation if we expect to change the world.
We cannot do it on our own through politics or Twitter. Human

beings cannot bring justice and peace to the world without God.

A spiritual director once told me — he was quite frustrated —
“The world already has a savior, and his name is Jesus, not Susan.”
In other words, we cannot fix the world’s problems by our own
efforts alone.

Pope Benedict said, “Only if people change will the world
change; and in order to change, people need the light that comes
from God, the light which so unexpectedly [on the night of Christ-
mas] entered into our night” (Midnight Mass, Dec. 25, 2008).

We need to let Jesus — the light of the world — change us and
work through us to heal the broken world.

If we develop a deep relationship with Jesus, we will under-
stand that our weapons against our culture are not sharp tongues,
anger, revenge or violence. Our weapons are those of Jesus. Re-
pentance. Truth. Sacrificial love. But love is the most important.
Real love turns away from the self toward the good of the oth-
er. The word sacrifice comes from the Latin term sacrum facere,
which means to make sacred — to set aside as holy. Jesus made
the ultimate sacrifice by dying on the cross for us. We are called
to imitate him. We are called to be holy. It is that simple and that
hard.

We are all tempted to sin because we are weak. Only by devel-
oping a deep relationship with Jesus the Christ can we overcome
our weakness. God is always ready to forgive us and take us back if
only we ask. St. Catherine of Sienna said: “The mercy which pours
forth from you fills the whole world. It was by your mercy that we
were created, and by your mercy that you redeemed us by sending
your Son.

That is why the prayer that I say every morning when I get up
is, “Lord Jesus, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” TD

SUSAN KEHOE is co-director of RCIA at Christ the King Parish in Des
Moines, lowa, along with her husband, Deacon Larry Kehoe. She writes
at adeaconswife.com.
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Leadership Program to Focus on the Eucharist
The Notre Dame Center for

=
Liturgy (NDCL) at the McGrath In-
stitute for Church Life is launching a new
initiative in 2022, The Mathis Liturgical
Leadership Program (MLLP), to mark its
50th anniversary.
Every two years, the Mathis Liturgical
Leadership Program identifies a pastoral

Center for Liturgy is designing a two-year
formation program for 10-15 Church lead-
ers that includes a hybrid process of edu-
cation and formation. The program, fund-

ed by the center and scholarships, will be

provided to leaders from select dioceses.
The program begins with a five-day

conference held at the University of Notre

issue facing the Church.
The 2022-24 focus is fos-
tering a Eucharistic cul-
ture in parishes, schools
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and dioceses to promote
deeper affiliation with
the Church, which aligns
with the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops’ ini-
tiative to deepen devo-
tion to the Real Presence.

The Notre

Educatonal Outreach
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Dame and a six-week fall module. Spring
2023 includes a six-week module and a
summer conference in Rome. The pro-
gram culminates in the summer of 2024
with presentations at the University of No-
tre Dame.

Upon completion of the program, each
participant will propose a project, teach-
ing resource or publica-
tion, and the leaders will
become ambassadors of

the Notre Dame Center
for Liturgy throughout
the United States.

Get registration
and additional infor-
mation  about  The
Mathis Liturgical Lead-
ership
mcgrath.nd.edu/mllp.

Program  at

‘Pray’ Available for Home, Group Setting
“The family that prays together stays together” was coined
by Father Patrick Peyton, an Irish immigrant who set sail for
America in 1928 and became known as the Rosary priest. His
story is told in the film Pray: The Story of Patrick Peyton,
which is now available for home use and for licensing in a par-
ish or group setting. “Father Peyton dedicated his entire life
to his mission of changing the world through teaching others
about the transformational power of prayer; according to
Father David Guffey, CSC, director of Family Theater Produc-
tions and executive producer of “Pray.” “We want to bring his inspira-
tional message to audiences who are seeking to create a more meaningful way to con-

‘Enter the Narrow Gate’

The Chris-
tian call is to
know, love and

Enter e
NARROW
aA

serve God in
this world that
we may be hap-

py with him in
heaven.  This
means finding
and  keeping
the  narrow
way that Jesus
describes.

nect with God and the universe during these challenging times.” Visit praythefilm.com.
Weaving Jesus’ Life

i IZIEI Russell Shaw is taking a brand-new approach in The
Life of Jesus Christ: Understanding the Story of the Gospels
(OSV, $15.95). He weaves together the events of the Gospels of
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John in chronological order, capturing
a true and rounded picture of Jesus’ life. With Shaw’s guidance,
readers will get to know Christ in a new way and should find the
book a handy scriptural companion.
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In Enter the Narrow Gate: Saint
Benedict’s Steps to Chrisitan Matu-
rity (OSV, $15.95), Susan Muto, Ph.D.,
draws on St. Benedict’s 12 steps and a
collection of Christian classics to help
us find encouragement and stay on the
narrow path.

The choices we make have eternal
ramifications, and there is no compro-
mise between the narrow way and the
easy road.



Elevate the Liturgy

SOURCE & SUMMIT MISSAL

The art of worship
The heart of mission

A new annual Catholic

missal created to foster
authentic liturgical renewal in
your parish—fully integrated with
the leading digital platform for
complete liturgy preparation,
multi-format delivery, support,
and training.

SOURCE & SUMMIT DIGITAL PLATFORM

The riches of the liturgy
at your fingertips

Liturgy Preparation

Digital Music Library
Score Customization
Multi-Format Delivery
Content Upload
Hassle-Free Licensing

aa SOUrCe & SUMMIt
sourceandsummit.com/the-deacon
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