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Inspired by the charism of the Missionary
Oblates of Mary Immaculate, Oblate

School of Theology educates, forms, and
renews men and women to “preach the

Gospel to the most abandoned.”

Degrees

Ph.D in Spirituality
Doctor ofMinistry
Master of Divinity

Institutes

Ministry toMinisters

Forest Dwelling

Magis Ignatian Spiritual

Ongoing Continuing
Education events in
person and online

Sabbatical Program

Program

Director Training

Institute for the Study
of Contemporary
Spirituality
Sankofa Institute for
AfricanAmerican
Pastoral Leadership
Pastoral Formation
Institute/Instituto de
FormacionPastoral

M.A. in Spirituality
M.A. in Theology
M.A. in Sacred
Scripture

Master of Arts in
Pastoral Ministry

Prepares for

Specializedministries
Prepares to serve the

pastoralministry

Christiancommunity

Competency
basedadmission
Onlinecourses
Dual language
Twoyears

Espiritualidad y
Dirección Espiritual

Preparaciónpara
DirecciónEspiritual
Desarrollahabilidadesde
reflexión
SoloenEspañol

Apply NOW! www.ost.edu 210-341-1366

Programs

Dosaños
En-línea
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Sacred Heart Seminary and  
School of Theology 

Your Seminary: Specialized formation for a 

universal Church  

Later vocations, international students needing 

English and Culture Studies, advanced students 

pursuing M.Div./M.A., Hispanic Preparation for 

Ministry, and Interfaith programs. Contact us for 

how we can serve you.

Hales Corners, Wisconsin 

Phone: (414)858-4767 

Web: shsst.edu 

Contact: Deacon Steve Kramer, D.Min. 

Email: skramer@shsst.edu

Deacon Store 
The DEACON STORE, is a deacon owned and 

operated internet ministry, offering ministerial 

goods, vestments, casual clothing and deacon 

ordination cards and gifts specific for deacons 

and deacon’s wives plus many items for priests and 

pastors. Engraving & embroidery services available. 

Gift Certificates sent FAST by email! FREE 

SHIPPING OFFER!

102 Millstream Court 

PO Box 64 

Clark Mills, NY 13321 

Phone: (315)381-3431 

Email: deaconstore@aol.com 

Web: DeaconStore.com

Pax Creations 
Deacon Bill Scarmardo has handcrafted jewelry 

for nearly two decades. He has created custom 

pieces for bishops, cardinals, priests, deacons, 

deacons’ wives, engaged couples, first communion, 

confirmation, pocket crosses and rosary items. 

Every piece sold is handmade to order and your 

satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Pax Creations sells 

and ships to just about anywhere. All pricing is 

based on the market price for gold and silver and 

is subject to change.

Phone: (866)779-3336 

Web: paxcreations.com

Cathedral Candle Company 
Family owned and operated for five generations, 

Cathedral Candle Company has served Catholic 

churches through the master craft and art of 

candlemaking since 1897. Holding true to our 

founder’s exacting standards of quality and design, 

we’re proud to continue supplying top-quality 

candles and help light religious faith with the  

living flame.

510 Kirkpatrick Street

Syracuse, NY 13208

Phone: (315)422-9119

Email: info@cathedralcandle.com

Web: cathedralcandle.com

Dadant and Sons Candle Company 
The Dadant Family has been in business for 159 

years and 7 Generations: Beeswax Altar Candles, 

Sanctuary Candles, Devotional Lights, Patron 

Saint Candles, Baptismals, and Paschals. We buy 

only pure domestic beeswax from local beekeepers 

to ensure uniform color, smoothness, and burning. 

Our special blend of 51% candles adds dignity and 

beauty to the mass. 

Contact your local church goods dealer for further 

information on all Dadant products.

Website: dadant.com/religious

Saint Luke Institute
Saint Luke Institute provides mental and spiritual 

health care for seminarians, clergy, and consecrated 

religious by:

• Conducting clinical evaluations

• Treating mental illness or addiction

• Assessing the suitability of candidates for religious 

and seminary formation

• Offering education to support healthy lifestyles 

and ministry

We Understand. We Are Here to Help.

Contact: Michelle Short

Phone: (301)422 5429

Web: SLI.org

Web: SLIconnect.org

T
H

E
 5

T
H

 A
N

N
U

A
L
 B

U
Y

E
R

’S
 G

U
ID

E
  
| B

e
h
a
vi

o
ra

l 
H

e
a
lt

h
 a

n
d

 A
d

d
ic

ti
o

n
 R

e
so

u
rc

e
s 

/ 
C

a
n
d

le
s 

/ 
C

o
n
fe

re
n

ce
s 

/ 
D

e
a
co

n
 G

if
ts

 &
 P

ro
d

u
ct

s



‘It’s better to light one candle 

than to curse the darkness’

Three 
Minutes

a Day

Volume 57

The Christophers

Providing literature and

media that nurture faith,

character, and hope in

people of all ages:

The Sacrament of

Reconciliation videos

* News Notes

* Three Minutes a Day books

* Prison Ministry

* Light One Candle columns

* Prayer Cards

* Social Media

* Radio & Podcasts

& MORE!

The Christophers
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The Christophers

Open my heart to 
Your joy, O Lord.

Guide me towards all 
things that lead to true 
and lasting happiness.

May I rejoice in the 
laughter and merriment 
that are the fruit of good

humor and fair play, and that
strengthen the bonds of 

love and community, which
create a joyful heart.

Help me to foster the virtues
of mercy, patience, and self-

control, so that I might be an
instrument through which

those I encounter are
showered with the blessings

of a joyful way of life.

And may I give witness, in
times of both ease and

suffering, to the constant
Resurrection of spirit in

Christ.

Amen.

The Power of Joy

“The Lord, your God, is in your
midst...He will rejoice over you 

with gladness.” —Zephaniah 3:17

THERE ARE TWO WAYS OF
CONSIDERING THE NATURE 

OF GOD. In the negative view, 
God is a scowl ing, demanding

taskmaster, quick to anger and 
slow to forgive. In the positive

view, God is a loving Father, slow 
to anger and quick to forgive. 

Your spirituality and the 
quality of your prayer life is 

determined by the image 
you have of God.642

Christopher News Notes 

God Delights in You

“LIFT UP YOUR HEARTS. We lift
them up to the Lord. Let us give

thanks to the Lord, our God.”
Those words from the Mass reflect
Jesus’ teaching that we can choose

joy in our lives by lifting up our
hearts to the God of love who

created us. He asks us to purge
ourselves of negative emotions

which only serve to rob us of
happiness. That doesn’t mean we

won’t have crosses to bear, but 
it does mean that true joy can 

be found, even in the most 
difficult of circumstances.

  

646

Christopher News Notes 

Lift Up Your Hearts

WHY IS IT SO HARD TO ASK 
FOR HELP? Maybe it’s because 
of our pride. We don’t want to

admit that we took a wrong 
turn and should probably ask for
directions. Maybe it’s because we

feel shame. We don’t want to look
our loved ones in the eyes and 

tell them we feel as though 
we’re failing, or we can’t get 

out of bed some mornings. 
But seeking help shouldn’t feel 

so hard, especially when it’s 
one of the things that God 

encourages us to do!644

Christopher News Notes 

Asking for Help is 
a Sign of Strength

77 years and countin
g

www.christophers.org 212-759-4050 ext. 241“It’s better to light one candle than to curse the darkness”

SAVE 25% ON

Save 25% when mentioning code DEACON25

Offer available until 12/31/2021. 

CLERGY SHIRTS

Our clergy shirts are manufactured in the United States and are  

backed by our Qwick-Ship® guarantee, shipped out the business next day.  

All orders are also eligible for a 30-day money-back guarantee.

murphyrobes.com       800.552.3228
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Agape Catholic Ministries 
Your Seminary: Specialized formation for a Agape 

Catholic Ministries equips families to live a Christ-

centered life through ONLINE Catholic one-on-one 

mentoring. 

CatholicMarriagePrep.com 

CatholicBaptismPrep.com 

CatholicQuincePrep.com 

We have been offering online personal mentoring by 

certified instructors since 2004. 

Available in English, Spanish, and French. 

For free brochures and information 

catholicmarriageprep.com/signup

Email: info@AgapeCatholicMinistries.com 

Phone: (800)208-1364 

Web: catholicmarriageprep.com 

Web: agapecatholicministries.com 

Email: skramer@shsst.edu

RENEW International 
RENEW International, the leader in parish 

renewal and evangelization, offers services and 

resources that support the Church’s call to the 

New Evangelization. Our experienced staff is 

ready to help develop your parish leaders and 

form parishioners as disciples through training, 

consultation, and innovative small-group and 

leader resources. Contact us today!

1232 George Street 

Plainfield, NJ 07062 

Phone: (888)433-3221 

Fax: (908)769-5660 

Web: renewintl.org

The Christophers 
Providing literature and media that nurture faith, 

character, and hope in people of all ages: 

• News Notes 

• Three Minutes a Day books 

• Prison Ministry 

• Light One Candle columns 

• Prayer Cards 

• Social Media 

• Radio & Podcasts & MORE! 

“It’s better to light one candle than to curse  

the darkness”

New York, NY 10004 

Phone: (212)759-4050, ext. 241 

Email: mail@christophers.org 

Web: christophers.org

Divine Mercy University 
Spiritual Direction Certificate Program 

The Spiritual Direction Certificate (SDC) Program 

offered through Divine Mercy University (DMU) 

has a rich Christ-centered spirituality that seeks 

to meet individuals in their life situation and 

help them become missionary disciples. DMU has 

programs that are both academically rigorous and 

practical, deeply integrating the latest insights of the 

human sciences and the Catholic-Christian view of 

the human person.

Contact: Gregory Shapero 

Email: gshapero@divinemercy.edu 

Phone: (703)705-9118 

For appointments: calendly.com/gshapero

Oblate School of Theology 
Oblate School of Theology is a Catholic graduate 

and professional school that provides education 

in Catholic theology for the church’s mission and 

ministry in the world. An avenue to bring together 

different cultures, OST educates for mission.

Phone: (210)341-1366 

Email: registrar@ost.edu 

Website: ost.edu

St. Lawrence Society 
The St. Lawrence Pin was designed by deacons, for 

deacons, and is sold by the St. Lawrence Society of 

Deacons in the Diocese of Ogdensburg, NY. Pins are 

sold to individuals and dioceses. See our half-page 

ad on page 34!

Contact: Deacon Kevin Mastellon

149 Flower Avenue West

Watertown, NY 13601

Email: deaconcouncil2015@gmail.com

Phone: (315)836-6287

Web: stlawrencesociety.org



Sli.org | SLIconnect.org
301-445-7970 

Donate Please support care for priests, deacons, and men and women religious today and for a healthy, holy church in the future. SLI.org/Donate

Consultation
Assessing leadership 

challenges and 

providing expert advice

Education
Sustaining Healthy 

Ministry

Candidate 
Assessment
Providing critical 

insight for the 

formation journey 

Spirituality
Re-animating the 

spiritual life

Therapy
Offering clinical 

expertise to 

navigate struggles 

affecting daily life

Continuing Care
Nourishing new 

skills and insights 

post treatment

Where The Pieces Fit Together

Integrated spiritual and psychological care

for clergy and religious
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Ignatius Press 
Products Offered: Religion Series: Faith and Life 

Series, Books: Ignatius Pew Missal, Adoremus 

Hymnal, Ceremonies of the Modern Roman 

Rite, Writings of Pope Benedict XVI, etc.; Online 

Magazines: Catholic World Report, Homiletic & 

Pastoral Review; Films: The Footprints of God, 

Lives of Saints, Teaching Documentaries. Company 

Statement: Publish books and films on spirituality, 

theology, social and moral issues that reflect the 

authentic teachings of the Church.

P.O. Box 1339 

Fort Collins, CO 80522 

Toll Free: (800)651-1531 

Phone: (970)493-3793 

Fax: (800)278-3566 

Email: Eva@ignatius.com 

Web: ignatius.com 

Contact: Anthony J. Ryan or Eva Muntean—

Marketing Dept.

Loyola Press 
In his new children’s book, bestselling authors Scott 

Hahn and Maura Roan MeKeegan tell the story of 

siblings Peter and Julia and the mysterious package 

with seven clues that sets them off on the treasure 

hunt that leads them to the greatest gift God gave 

us—the Eucharist.

Web: store.loyolapress.com 

Phone: (800)621-1008

Ministry Scheduler Pro 
Save time and frustration scheduling liturgical 

ministries with Ministry Scheduler Pro! Keep 

families together, avoid double scheduling and 

ensure a fair distribution. The free mobile app 

makes it easy for volunteers to stay connected and 

allows schedulers to manage schedule changes on 

the fly.

Web: ministryschedulerpro.com 

Phone: (888)622-0949

Unbound 
Unbound is an international development 

organization founded by lay Catholics and 

grounded in the Gospel call to put the needs of 

the marginalized and vulnerable first. We build 

relationships of mutual respect and support that 

bridge cultural, religious and economic divides. We 

invite all people of goodwill to join us.

One Elmwood Ave 

Kansas City, KS 66103 

Phone: (800)466-7672 

Email:  parishcontact@unbound.org 

Web: parishvisit.org

Catholic Answers 
INSTRUCT THE IGNORANT! Only 31% of 

Catholics believe in the Real Presence- 2019 Pew 

Report.  Catholic Answers is here to help! Get this 

64-page Q & A booklet for only $1 each for your 

teachers, catechists, and parishioners!   

Call 800-890-0461 for parish pricing and more 

parish resources.

2020 Gillespie Way 

El Cajon, CA  92020 

Phone: (800)890-0461 

Email: sales@catholic.com 

Web: catholic.com 

Contact: Peggy Stenbeck, Parish Partners –  

Sales Manager

Deacon Ralph Torrelli 
Ordained: Trenton Diocese. Now living in Biloxi 

Diocese, Hattiesburg, MS. Writer: Scripture 

Commentary Column – Biloxi Diocese Newspaper 

2012-present. Teacher: Homiletics: Biloxi Deacon 

Formation Classes. Author: Heart to Heart with 

God - Word Among Us + (4) Liguori Pamphlets. 

Member: CATH: Catholic Association of Teachers 

of Homiletics.

Phone: (601)310-0104

Email: homilypearls@aol.com

Web: Homilypearls.com



Corporate best practices 

find a better way

Fed up with the rat race, Thomas Vozzo walked away 

from his highly lucrative career as a corporate executive. 

His next move surprised everyone, especially himself. 

Tom was convinced to take on the biggest challenge of 

his life—as volunteer CEO of the most successful gang 

intervention and rehabilitation program in the country, 

Homeboy Industries, founded by Fr. Greg Boyle. 

In his new book The Homeboy Way, Vozzo reveals the 

business and life lessons he learned from Fr. Boyle and 

the homies, and offers his hard-earned insights into 

challenging the status quo, combatting social injustice, 

and finding hope and healing on the periphery.  

Scan this code to 

order your copy today!

store.loyolapress.com

Transform 

your parish 

into a vibrant 

community 

of disciples

Parish Catalyst is a program of RENEW International

1232 George Street, Plainfield, NJ 07062

888-433-3221  www.renewintl.org

Learn more at 

parishcatalyst.org

Our Learning Communities have 

ignited renewal in parishes across 

the country. Learning, collaboration, 

discernment and planning will 

empower leaders to transform 

every aspect of parish life and turn 

parishioners into disciples. 

Set up a call to learn more today!
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Murphy Robes  
Murphy Robes has offered unsurpassed products 

and service for over a century. Our Qwick-Ship® 

line offers an unbelievable selection of products for 

choirs, clergy, and the church - ready to ship next 

business day. We also offer an extensive selection of 

custom-made clergy and choral attire, and  

church supplies.

1000 N. Market Street 

Champaign, IL 61820 

Phone: (800)552-3228 

Web: murphyrobes.com

The Holy Rood Guild 
For over 60 years The Holy Rood Guild has 

been known for the quality and fine tailoring of 

liturgical vestments. Our work is an expression of 

our Cistercian monastic life of prayer and praise. 

Simplicity of design, quality of materials and 

excellence in craftsmanship have always been  

our hallmark.

Saint Joseph’s Abbey 

167 North Spencer Road 

Spencer, MA 01562 

Phone: (866)383-7292 

Fax: (508)885-8758 

Email: customerservice@holyroodguild.com 

Web: holyroodguild.com

Regina Tours 
Products Offered: Scheduled Pilgrimages 

for individuals to: World Youth Day 2023, 

Oberammergau, Fatima, Lourdes, Spain, Rome, 

Assisi, Florence, Holy Land, Greece, Turkey, 

Guadalupe, and Medjugorje. We also offer group 

Pilgrimage tours to: Canada, Central Europe, 

California Mission, Poland and customized 

Pilgrimages to suit the needs of the church for 

anniversaries, beatifications and canonizations.

Phone: 1-800-CATHOLIC 

Email: regina@groupist.com 

Website: regina-tours.com

Get what you need to
revitalize  your
ministry, including:
Seminars, Workshops, and Consulting for
diocesan & parish leadership.

The Association for
Catechumenal Ministry

LearnMore:
acmrcia.org

513-543-5477

Training and easy-to-use resources to help you put the hearts and
minds of your catechumens in communion with Christ.

A Comprehensive Christian Initiation Process: 
Liturgical.  Catechetical.  Pastoral.

RCIA Resources
Affordable. Comprehensive. Authentically Catholic .



A parish resource to help kick-off the

REVIVAL  
pp pp

NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC

PROMO CODE: 

EUCHBULK  

$100/case  

of 100 booklets

64 pgs

ONLY 
$1 each!

sales@catholic.com parishbookstore.com800.890.0461ORDER 

$60/case  

of 20 books

256 pgs

$100/case  

of 20 books

200 pgs

$90/case  

of 100 books

32 pgs



PREPARE YOUR BEST HOMILY - EVERY TIME CYCLE “A” 
2023 

Now Available
Homily Pearls aid with Preparation, Content, & 
Delivery.  Visit homilypearls.com for a free Sample 
homily.  Get 25% off – use Promo Code DEC25.

Contact Deacon Ralph  �  Phone/Text:  601-310-0104  �  homilypearls@aol.com

Each Refl ection/Commentary Contains
� A salient, memorable ‘pearl’.
� Story, image or metaphor to create connection 

between Homilist and Assembly.
� Commentary that refl ects timeless Catholic truths.
� Closing recap with action suggestions.
“Deacon Ralph speaks with a pastoral heart and deep 
love for Christ and His Church. I welcome his online 
homily service”

– Joseph E. Kurtz, Archbishop Emeritus of Louisville
Deacon Ralph Torrelli, 

creator of Homily Pearls



FOR YOUR

PARISH

STAFF &

VOLUNTEERS

OrderOSV.com

Communionware

Altar Furnishings

Candles • Altar Wine • Altar Bread

Refinishing
Custom Liturgical Designs

Clergy Wear

Books • Gifts • Devotional Items

                              Delivery Service

Refinishing

                              Delivery Service

F.C. Ziegle

(800) 331 - 4117

sales@ziegle

www

Refinishing

F.C. Ziegler Company

(800) 331 - 4117

sales@zieglers.com

www.zieglers.com

Refinishing



PREPARE FOR 

#GIVINGTUESDAY

Grow Your Parishioners’ Giving Avenues

It’s almost that time of year again - time to give back to organizations. 

Looking to make it easier for your parishioners’ to give on 

GivingTuesday, a holiday of radical generosity?

Envelopes and Online Giving from OSV can help you provide more 

avenues for your parishioners’ to give. We know starting a program can 

be diffi  cult, but OSV has done the heavy lifting for you.

Get started today! Set up a consultation today by 
calling 800.348.2886 ext. 3000.

TO CHAMPION 

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

St. Lawrence Society
Established by the diaconate community of the Diocese of Ogdensburg.

We have been providing deacon pins to our brother deacons and their wives for many years.

The St. Lawrence Pin was designed by deacons, for deacons.

Embroidered Deacon Cross Deacon Pin Small Deacon Clutch Wife’s Pin Deacon Pin -  
25 Year Anniversary

The St. Lawrence Pin is a great gift to the newly 

ordained, a precious remembrance to men 

celebrating anniversaries. 

Anniversary pins available in 5 Year Increments. 

Find our complete catalog of pins and products and 

order online at StLawrenceSociety.org
Thank you for your support!


